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South African Foreign Minister Says Nuclear 
Weapons Destroyed 

NC2702151896 Cairo MENA in Arabic 

0800 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 27 Feb (MENA) 
— Alfred Nzo, South Africa’s minister of foreign 
affairs, has confirmed that his country has indeed 
destroyed its nuclear weapons. He said that he will 
participate in a ceremony in April in Cairo to sign an 
agreement to make Africa a zone free from nuclear 
weapons. In a statement to a MENA correspondent on 
the sidelines of the OAU ministerial conference in Addis 
Ababa, he said that his country completely supports this 
agreement and will seek to make it succeed because it 
participated in the negotiations of this agreement from 
the beginning. He denied that there is currently any 
nuclear cooperation between his country and Israel. He 
said that there might have been such cooperation in the 
past, but now there is none. 


Nzo called on the Sudanese regime to hand over 
the terrorists who attempted to assassinate President 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa in June. He said that if Sudan 
really shelters these terrorists, it must hand them over 
to Ethiopia. 


Regarding his country’s position on the dispute between 
Yemen and Eritrea, Nzo said that he agreed with the 
Eritrean foreign minister that an Eritrean delegation 
should tour the countries of southern Africa to brief 
them on the Eritrean osition on the conflict. He said 
that this tour will enable these countries to learn more 
about the conflict. 


Egypt’s Musa, Ethiopian President on Ties, 
Regional Issues 


NC2702173696 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1625 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 27 Feb (MENA) 
— Ethiopian President Meles Zenawi received Foreign 
Minister “Amr Musa at the Presidential Palace today. 
The meeting was attended by the Egyptian ambassador 
in Addis Ababa, Muhammad ‘Asim. 


Afterward Amb. ‘Asim said Musa handed President 
Zenawi a message from President Husni Mubarak that 
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included, among other things, an invitauion to visit Cairo 
to attend the signing of the agreement freeing Africa of 
nuclear weapons on 11 April. 


The ambassador added that Musa and the Ethiopian 
president viewed technical and political issues per- 
taining to the signing of the agreement. He said the 
Ethiopian president accepted the invitauion and ex- 
pressed his eagerness to meet President Mubarak and 
discuss bilateral ties and other regional and international 
issues with him. 


The ambassador went on to say that the two sides 
exchanged views on various issues, including Sudan, the 
Yemeni-Entrean conflict, and other regional issues in 
which Egypt and the OAU are involved, since President 
Zenawi is the current OAU chairman. 


He said the bilateral talks were cordial and the two 
sides expressed satisfaction with their bilateral relavions 
during the past six months. 


Musa earlier held talks with Ethiopian Foreign Minister 
Seyoum Mesfin on the sidelines of the OAU's ordinary 
session, which ts discussing various issues, among them 
Sudan and (terrorism. 


Tension Between Nigeria, Cameroon Remains High 
on Bakassi Peainsula 


AB2802112796 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 298 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Tension is sull high on the 
Bakassi Peninsula claimed by Cameroon and Nigeria 
and where two deadly clashes were reported at the 
beginning and in the middle of this month after almost 
a two year lull. All those living in the area have, over 
the past few days, noticed increased bombardments and 
reinforced presence of both countries’ Armed Forces 
at Ekundu-Titi, the last Cameroonian locality to be 
seen before the peninsula. Among those people are 
traders, who continue to cross the disputed land for both 
countries, and fishermen who use the rivers abounding 
in fish for their activities. 
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South Africa: Mandela Said To Want ‘Friendly’ 
Relations With Taiwan, PRC 


MB2902125296 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
29 Feb 96 p 10 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} A public awareness pro- 
gramme is being mounted in South Africa by the 
Republic of China [ROC] (Taiwan) as delicate talks 
take place over whether or not Pretoria should conunue 
diplomatic recogniuion of the island nation or formally 
recognise the Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC), 


The Taipei government has produced a glossy leaflet 
explaining Taiwan's longstanding relations with this 
country and how it has provided various forms of 
assistance over the years. 


South Africa is generally regarded internationally as the 
most important of the diplomatic links Taiwan maintains 
with about 30 countries. 


President Nelson Mandela has said Pretoria ‘vill not 
cancel relations “unless the country has done something 
which requires it and justifies cancellation of such 
diplomatic relations’. 


“And we have no intention of cancelling our diplomatic 
relauons with the ROC.” He also says the Government 
wants to “maintain friendly and cordial relations with 
both (nations)”. 


The PRC maintains that Pretoria should recognise it as 
the lawful Chinese government and has established a 
Chinese Centre for South African Studies in Pretoria 
as a forerunner to formal accreditation. Taiwan, which 
was established as a self-governing state 50 years ago 
by Chinese nationalists escaping from the communist 
takeover of the mainland, is regarded by the PRC as part 
of its territory, while Taiwan says it is a constitutional 
democracy. 


There is rising tension in the region over plans by 
Beijing to hold military exercises in the Straits of 
Formosa, which separate the two nations. Beijing has 
massed an army of 400,000 in provinces facing Taiwan, 
which in late March will be holding elections for a new 
president. 


The ROC — the richest country in the world in terms 
of foreign exchange holdings, totalling more than $100 
billion — is South Africa’s seventh largest trading 
partner, with a total two-way trade of more than RS.3- 
billion [rands]. An estimated R1.S-billion has been 
invested here by Taiwanese business, resulting in the 
creation of 45,000 jobs. 
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The ROC is also providing assistance and training in 
the establishment of a R144-million vocational training 
centre for the South African National Defence Force's 
new service corps. 


“In [words indisunct}) of the RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program) programme, the ROC has 
(so far) provided financial assistance amounting to 
R556-million and many South Africans have received 
technical training in the past year in a variety ot! 
fields, says the leaflet, which adds that, in 1994, 30,000 
Taiwanese tourists visited this country with 6,698 South 
Africans going to Taiwan. 


‘The people of Taiwan have great compassion towards 
underprivileged people in South Africa. In the past (wo 
years, they have donated large amounts of good quality 
used clothing, wheelchairs, food and other essenuals, 
it adds. 


South Africa: President's Office Denies ‘Rumors’ of 
Mandela ‘Ill-Health’ 


MB2902074496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0737 GMT 29 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 29 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela was in good health 
on Thursday, his office said in response to concerns that 
rumours of his ill-health were again impacting on money 
markets. 


‘The president 1s in good health, Mandela's spokesman 
Parks Mankahlana told SAPA. ‘There ts nothing wrong 
with him.” Unfounded rumours that Mandela suffered 
a heart attack two weeks ago sent the rand to record 
lows on currency markets. Mankahlana said the Reserve 
Bank had phoned to say the rand was ‘moving around 
and they are concerned this rumour is starting again 


“There is nothing of the sort,” Mankahlana said, adding 
Mandela was still scheduled to leave on Saturday [2 
March] for a visit to Mali and Togo in West Africa. 
‘These rumours are beginning to irritate the Office of 
the President and the government. 


‘They divert attention from what they should be doing, 
which is to work for the reconstruction of the country, 
Mankahlana said. Currency dealers said the rand weak- 
ened against the dollar in ‘extremely thin’ early trading 
on Thursday morning. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: ‘Widespread Bottlenecks’ Said Cause 
of Housing Problems 


MB2802190196 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
26 Feb 96 pl 


[Repurt by Maggie Rowley] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) While millions of people wait 
for the government to fulfill its promise of housing, it 
was revealed yesterday that 80% of the money allocated 
for housing this financial year has sull to be spent. 


Shock figures revealed yesterday that only R659 [rands] 
million — less than 21% of the total R3.15 billion 
available had been spent by the end of January. 


Although the Western Cape has spent the inost on 
housing this financial year — 47.3% of its allocated 
budget — only R19m has been spent on new housing 
programmes under the present government's housing 
subsidy policy. The balance, R121.6m, has been spent 
ON projects initiated before the April 1994 elections 
under the old House of Representatives programme for 
coloured housing. 


Widespread bottlenecks in the housing delivery pro- 
gramme, particularly at provincial level, are to blame, 
said director-general of housing Billy Cobbett. 


With an estimated shortage of 200,000 houses in the 
Western Cape, according to Provincial Housing Minister 
Gerald Morkel, the delay in spending this year means 
that many people will remain on the waiting list for 
desperately-needed houses. These figures mean that the 
Western Cape is lagging behind all but three of the 
other provinces in terms of spending on projects under 
the new subsidy dispensation. 


Cobbett said that, while the central government could 
allocate the money to the provinces, it was the provi- 
sional and local authorities which, in terms of current 
housing legislation, were responsible for delivery. 


Two high-level task teams were appointed by the 
government and the banks two weeks ago to identify the 
bottlenecks and find solutions. He said the Department 
of Housing was still determined to providing one million 
housing subsidies by the turn of the century. Removing 
the bottlenecks would translate these subsidies into 
houses. 


Cobbett confirmed at the weekend that, at the end of 
last month, the unspent pool of funds totalled R2.5bn 
— R700m more than the total R1.8bn allocated for 
housing in the 1994/95 Budget year. Of the R3.15bn 
available for housing this year, R1.3Sbn were funds 
unspent during the 1994/95 financial year and rolled 
over this year. 
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Housiig Minister Sankie Mthembi-Nkondo said that the 
full R1.8bn allocated for housing in the current budget 
had been allocated to the provinces, but spending by the 
provincial governments had gotten off to a very slow 
Start. In recent months, she said there had been positve 
and consistent signs of this improving. 


Both Cobbett and Mthembi-Nkondo said thal, in terms 
of revised policy of the Department of Housing, money 
would be allocated to provinces according to their 
ability to spend it on housing. 


— At the weekend, Western Cape Premier Hernus Kriel 
said in Hermanus at the National Party Congress that 
plans by the Western Cape legislature to build 200,000 
houses by the turn of the century were being bedevilled 
by a wave of unrealistic expectations and consultation 
paralysis. Kriel was responding to questions at a Na- 
tional Party briefing here on why the provincial legisla- 
ture was rolling over budgeted amounts from the central 
government earmarked for housing. 


South Africa: Official Says Water Tariffs Among 
World’s ‘Cheapest’ 

MB2802164096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Water Affairs Minister Kader 
Asmal says water tariffs in South Africa are among the 
cheapest in the world despite the fact that the coun- 
iry's water is becoming increasingly scarce. Referring 
to his announcement that municipal water tariffs would 
increase by about 10 percent in April, Mr. Asmal said 
the increase would be the first step towards charging the 
full economic cost of water and encouraging conserva- 
tion. 


{Begin Asmal recording} So the slogan will be for this: 
Either we'll pay now or we'll pay more later, and we'll 
pay more not only in cash terms. [end recording] 


The increase of 30 percent in raw water tariffs to come 
into effect early next month will push up farmer's bills 
by 2 or 3 percent. Households are expected to pay 
between three and six rands more a month. 


South Africa: Leather Workers Protest ‘Cheap’ 
Imports, Demand Quotas 

MB2902061596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0254 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 28 SAPA 
—- Thousands of leather workers marched on Parliament 
on Wednesday demanding the immediate restricuon of 
cheap leather products coming into South Africa. 


In a memorandum handed over to Trade and Industry 
Minister Trevor Manuel, the protesters said that a strict 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


quota system should be imposed on the goods so that 
jobs in the leather industry could be protected. The 
protesters, all members of the National Union of Leather 
Workers [NULW], also demanded the ‘inalienable and 
constitutional right to work’, a living wage, de ent 
working conditions and the protecuon of their job: 


In the last five years more than 9,000 workers in 
the footwear section and over 3,000 in the luggage.’ 
handbag section had lost their jobs, Western Cape 
union co-ordinator William Desai said. Thousands more 
had been "robbed" of their jobs since November and 
December last year and the onslaught on workers and 
their dependents continued, he said. Employment in the 
footwear industry of South Africa had shrunk by halt 
since 1989 — from 56,000 to 28,000. 


Imports of cheap goods from China were seen as 
government's interests in possible improved relations 
with China at the expense of jobs for its own population 
Protesters also demanded and immediate halt to illegal 
entry of cheap goods, that a social clause be instituted as 
a principle in all bilateral trade agreements as a weapon 
against child labour, and special training programmes 
be set up to promote development of greater skills and 
adult education among workers. 


it was the secon’ time in six months that the NULW 
marched on Parliament with their demands which they 
feel have not been addressed after their previous protest 
march. Manuel said a meeting, involving representatives 
from all the factories, had been arranged for March 
18 to ensure interactive working relations because his 
department could not solve the problem on its own. 


Desai said protests marches would also be held in 
Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Oudtshoorn, Johannesburg 
and Port Elizabeth. 


South Africa: Government Grants 10 Million Rand 
to Homeless Federation 


MB2802193796 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
26 Feb 9 pS 


[Report by Lindiz Van Zilla] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has given 
a R10 [rands} million boost to a homeless people's 
Organisation that organises squatter communities to set 
up saving schemes to help them finance building their 
own houses. 


The money was awarded to the SA Homeless People’s 
Federation which, since 1994, has launched more than 
350 such saving schemes countrywide. The self-help 
system encourages people to put savings in a combined 
community housing fund from which loans can be made 
to build houses. 
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Mrs Iris Noma, administrauve director of the People’s 
Dialogue, which launched the federation, said people 
were encouraged to do things for themselves. She said: 
“People contribute daily what they can afford, even if 
sometimes its only SO cents.’ 


The SA [South Africa] government and foreign in- 
vestors have responded positively towards the initiative. 


Housing Minister Ms Sankie Mthembi-Nkondo, who 
ianded over the RIOm cheque to the federauon in 
“hilippi on Friday (23 February], expressed the govern- 
ment’s commitment to assisung people who were pre- 
vared to help themselves. Mthembi-Nkondo, who was 
accompanying a German delegation on a visit to a fed- 
eration housing site in Philippi, said she was encouraged 
by what she saw. ‘Self-help could become the answer 
to the housing problem in South Africa,” she said. 


Noma said the system involved daily contribuuuons trom 
federation members to the savings fund. The money was 
pooled and loaned to members who felt they were ready 
to build their own home. “We have simple loan systems, 
with repayments over 10 or 15 years.” 


Noma said 90% of the building work 1s done by women 
of the community who are taught bricklaying and other 
skills. 


South Africa: Maize Futures Contracts Begin 
First-Time Trading 


MB2802192696 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
26 Feb 96 p 16 


[Report by Ann Crotty] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg — Futures con- 
tracts for yellow and white maize start trading on the 
South African Futures Exchange (Safex) today, mark- 
ing a worldwide first for the availability of white maize 
futures contracts. 


It may also mark another nail in the coffin of the maize 
board as market and political forces build up against 
the existence of the board's stabilisation levy and its 
Operation of a single channel for maize exports 


The maize board, which gets its power from exisung 
legislation, allows anyone to buy and sell maize on the 
domestic market, but exerts tight control over the export 
market. The board collects a stabilisation levy that is 
used to subsidise exportable surpluses to prevent the 
domestic price falling to export parity in a surplus year 
Under these regulations, anyone may import maize at 
the applicable tariff. 


Industry sources representing producers, co-operatives, 
buyers and millers are confident that facilities such as a 
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futures market would help make the %96-97 marketing 
year the last in which the board cvilects levies and 
controls the maize industry. Controls on the export 
of maize would limit the involvement of international 
players in the maize futures market. The absence of 
large international traders would adversely affect the 
volumes of trade on the local market. A floor price 
would also limit the degree of price volatility. Volume 
and unfettered price volatility were critical factors in the 
operation of an efficient futures market. 


Food manufacturers such as Tiger, Foodcorp, and Pre- 
mier would be able to use the maize futures market as 
a means to secure a firm price for their supplies. Using 
the market well, or at least better than their competitors, 
would provide a price advantage. This could be passed 
on to consumers or used to lift margins. From a political 
perspective, one of the disadvantages of the futures mar- 
ket would be the secrecy it provides to users. This would 
make it difficult for the government to put pressure on 
the food manufacturers to curb growing margins at the 
expense of consumers. As trading in maize futures gets 
off the ground and South Africans become accustomed 
to using them, pressure is expected to be increased to 
remove the fetters of the maize board. 


The final draft of the ANC’s land and agriculture policy 
centre's report on maize marketing was released last 
month. It referred to the [words indistinct] consumers. 


The report noted: "This year was exceptional. Drought 
reduced the area planted to maize and the yields 
planted on this land. "Evcn so, there was a crop of 
approximately 4.5 million tons. The problem was that 
not enough of the maize planted was white. “This fact 
is directly related to the price incentives of the previous 
years where the statutory prices to the farmer for yellow 
and white maize were virtually identical,” it said. 


The report noted that measures such as domestic and 
overseas forward contracting, inter-seasonal storage, 
and futures markets “which between them could have 
secured physical product at a lower price for the current 
marketing year” were not in place. 


These measures are expected to be developed by the end 
of the 1996-97 marketing year. In that case, there would 
be a strong argument for ending the stabilisation fund at 
the end of this marketing year. “From then on farmers 
would be responsible for managing their own price risk 
just as the millers have been responsible for managing 
their's since the beginning of the current marketing 


year,” said the report. 
John Wixley, the general manager of the agricultural 


markets division of Safex, acknowledged that the launch 
of a futures market in a year that was expecting a surplus 
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crop was not ideal. "But we have to introduce it now 
so that we have a season in which people can become 
accustomed to it; by next season it'll be all systems go.” 
Manufacturers believed that the threat of world grain 
shortages would help farmers, he said. 


The existence of futures markets in potatoes, meat and 
maize provided the opportunity for food manufacturers 
and retailers to have an advantage over competition. 
Clever trading ahead of the Christmas period enabled | 
one of the larger food retailers to secure cheaper 
meat supplies. This price advantage was passed to the 
consumers and enabled the group to increase its share 
of the meat market. Another retailer bought potato 
contracts ahead of the recent flood induced surge in 
prices and is in the comfortable position of being able to 
build market share by passing the benefit to consumers 
or lifting the group's margins. 


The Internet could be a valuable source of information 
for individuals who want to keep an eye on the 
futures market. Various international bodies put useful 
information such as satellite pictures of world crops on 
the Internet. 


This type of information is used extensively by the 
United States Department of Agriculture. Last Novem- 
ber the department predicted a South African maize crop 
of 10.1 million tons. It revised that prediction to about 9 
million tons three weeks ago before the heavy flooding 
began to have an effect on local estimates. 


The maize board's stabilisation fund and possibly its 
floor price for maize could collapse if millers and feed 
manufacturers refused to pay their levy this year. The 
levy is equivalent to 10 percent of the price of the crop. 
That means that if one large miller or manufacturer 
withholds payment, it would enjoy a considerable price 
advantage. This would probably force others in the 
industry to follow suit. The threat to withhold levies 
has come up frequently in recent years. Last year, most 
players agreed to pay their levies while new government 
policies were being put into place. There were reports 
that one of the major animal feed manufacturers was 
refusing to pay any levies. This prompted other players 
to propose that the levy system be scrapped from May 
l. 


Without income from levies, the maize board, which 
must be self-financing, would not have the money 
to support the stabilisation fund. The government's 
approach to such unilateral action is that it benefits the 
rich who can afford the legal battles to the detriment of 
small players. 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Former Homelands Promotions To 
Cosi Taxpayers R7§ Million 


MB2902125196 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
29 Feb 96 pp 1,2 


{Report by Patnick Bulger] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Irregular civil service promo- 
uons in the former homelands have left taxpayers facing 
an extra R730-muillion [rands} salary bill. 


The almost 48,000 promotions are being investigated 
by the Brvwde Commission of Inquiry appointed by 
President Nelson Mandela last year to investigate the 
stampede of promotions in the former homelands and 
self-governing territories in the months before the April 
1994 elections. 


Although the interim constitution guarantees civil ser- 
vice jobs, it also provides for a commission which has 
the power to ‘reverse or alter the contract, appointment, 
promouon or {word indistnct])’ of civil servants in the 
case of promotions that are deemed “not proper or jus- 
ufiable”. 


The commission presented its preliminary findings to 
Parliament's portfolio committee on provincial and 
consututional affairs this week. It outlined a picture of 
bureaucratic obstruction, non co-operation and repeated 
attempts to frustrate the invesugauons. 


The commission complained that its work was being 
hampered by a shortage of investigating staff and the 
refusal of the Public Service Commission (PSC) to make 
staff available in spite of having undertaken to do so. 
Another 12 investigators were needed to join the two it 
now has to get to the bottom of the promouons problem, 
the commission said. 


It said its investigators were ‘prevented access to 
information and locked out of offices by a certain 
official in Umtata, Transkei. 


Civil servants were also taking advantage of an offer of 
legal assistance from the Department of Jusuce and were 
seeking adjournments on the basis that they wanted to 
approach the department for legal assistance. 


The commission said responses to questions placed 
before the PSC, ‘if they are forthcoming at all, are 
usually not timeous’. It said its reliance on the PSC 
meant it was not as independent as it should be. 
“This strong link with the PSC has exacerbated the 
perception of many, especially civil servants of the 
former homelands and self-governing territories, that 
this commission is one of the means engineered by 
Pretoria to exercise control over them.” 
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The commission's preliminary findings show that only 
529 cases of irregular promouons involving R18.7- 
million have been tackled so far. Another 136 cases 
involving R4.5-million had been postponed and a further 
46,427 cases involving R717-mullion sull had to be 
inves!igated. 


The commission said this task would take another two 
years, adding that its work has been further complicated 
by the resignation of its chairman, Mr Justice Jules 
Browde, late last year. 


Among the completed cases are 290 Jusuce Depar- 
ment officials in the former Lebowa involving RS.7- 
million, 99 district Commissioners in Transkei involv- 
ing R3.7million and 21 Transkei magistrates involving 
R1.S-million. 


Among the cases sull to be investigated are 1,833 
Transkei prison officials involving R37-muillion, 310 
Venda finance officials involving 6.5-mullion and 25,000 
health officials in Ciskei and Transkei involving R60- 
million. 


The portfolio committee postponed a decision on the 
commission's future. 


South Africa: ANC Says Evidence Against Malan 
Only ‘Tip of the Iceberg’ 


MB2902061496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0003 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Feb 28 SAPA — 
New evidence allegedly implicating former Defence 
Minister Magnus Malan and other former top military 
officers in an alleged plot to kill members of the ANC- 
UDF [United Democratic Front] alliance was ‘only the 
up of the iceberg’, KwaZulu-Natal ANC spokesman 
Dumisani Makhaye said on Wednesday. 


Makaye was referring to alleped atrocities aimed at 
the African National Congress-United Democratic Front 
alliance during the 1980s. On Tuesday a supplementary 
charge of conspiring to commit murder was submitted 
against Malan and 19 co-accused facing murder and 
attempted murder charges relating to the January 21, 
1987 KwaMakutha massacre south of Durban. Thirteen 
people were killed, most of them children, in the 
massacre allegedly carried out by members of a trained 
hitsquad instructed to kill UDF activist Victor Ntuli. 


The accused also face an alternative charge of conspir- 
ing to murder Ntuli, who was not at home at the time of 
the attack. New evidence contained in Tuesday's sup- 
plementary charge alleged vanous acts were performed 
in the furtherance of the (anu ANC- UDF) conspiracy’ 
subsequent to the KwaMakutha massacre. The alleged 
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acts, not contained in the original indictment, included 
the training of hitsquad members and the planned estab- 
lishment of a base camp for the hitsquad in KwaZulu- 
Natal. Various other former military officials were also 
named as alleged co-conspirators in addition to Malan 
and his 19 co-accused. 


The ANC believed hitsquad elements were sull operat- 
ing within KwaZulu-Natal and were partly responsible 
for the ongoing violence, particularly on the south coast, 
Makhaye said. "We are not surprised by the new evi- 
dence. We believe the very same forces that Malan is 
alleged to have led in this (conspiracy) are still operat- 
ing today, particularly in KwaZulu-Natal.” 


The existence of “third force” elements on the south 
coast had been highlighted by the success of a special in- 
vestigauion team probing south coast murders, Makhaye 
said. “There was massacre after massacre on the south 
coast and people weren't atrested. As soon as a new 
force was injected into the area, more than a dozen sus- 
pects were arrested,’ Makhaye said. “It's clear to us that 
the only advantage the (special invesugation) team has 
is that it has no connection with the killers of our peo- 
ple.” 


The trial of Malan and his 19 co-accused begins in 
Durban on Monday [4 March] next week. 


South Africa: Home Affairs Officials Linked to 
Identification Book Fraud 


MB2802132196 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Tamsen de Beer] 


ie BIS Transcribed Text] A network of corrupt govern- 
ment officials and conmen are costing Gauteng busi- 
nessmen millions of rands each year by forging ID doc- 
uments which can be bought for as little as R100 [rands]. 


At least 1,000 cases of stolen cheque and ID book fraud 
are reported in Gauteng each month, police say. And 
debt collectors are struggling to retrieve goods valued 
at hundreds of thousands of rands after conmen, often 
in possession of several ID books, vanish into thin air. 


Former police officer Daniel Nkosi, now tracer supervi- 
sor at First National Bank's First Pref Retailer division 
has stumbled across a syndicate of corrupt Home Affairs 
Department and border control officials whose cooper- 
ation in selling stolen [Ds allows swindlers to con large 
chainstores out of thousands of rands. 


His division expects to make a breakthrough soon in its 
investigation into the network and intends handing the 
information to the police for prosecution. 
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The first sign of the syndicate came when First Pref 
last year took over the accounts of the Beares Group, 
and investigated the apparent fraudulent loss of more 
than R12,000 in goods bought in Johannesburg. Nkosi 
this week traced the goods to a Mozambican national 
who had bought an ID book at the Komatipoort border 
post last year for R100. The immigrant replaced the 
photograph of the true owner with his own, paying a 
further R30 to a corrupt home affairs official for the 
State-issue laminated plastic seal to cover the page. The 
man then transported the goods to Maputo and could 
not be traced to pay the debt until the true ID book 
holder, who had lost the [ID in a Soweto taxi in 1994, 
was apprehended by Nkosi 


Nkosi said he handled cases like this daily and police 
were invesugating at least a thousand similar cases each 
month. 


Capt Percy Leckermann of the Brakpan Fraud Unit said 
using fake ID books was a common fraud sutiered by 
shopowners. He said ID books were often heated to lift 
the plastic seal, and a false name or photograph inserted 
before the plastic was replaced. 


But Nkosi had evidence of a more devious swin- 
dle, which Ueckermann confirmed as another common 
fraud. Nkosi produced photocopies of two cheques in- 
tercepted by foreign residents who had changeJ their 
first names to Diner, and reused cheques paid out to 
Diners Club. 


In one instance, a Zimbaby'ean, now jailed, became 
Diners James Mabena, adding the last two names to a 
cheque for more than R15,000 made out to Diners Club 
by a hotel guest. Somehow the cheque was intercepted 
by the Zimbabwean, who changed the name in his [D 
book, again paying R30 for a seal. He defrauded Beares 
of R11,000. 


A home affairs spokesman said the department took 
allegations of corruption seriously and the matter would 
be investigated. 


South Africa: ANC’s Yengeni Accuses Whites of 
Stealing Wealth From Blacks 


MB2902084796 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English OS00 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) A row erupted in Parliament 
last night when ANC MP Tony Yengeni said whites in 
South Africa had accumulated their wealth by stealing 
it from blacks. DP [Democratic Party] and NP [Nauonal 
Party] members asked Deputy Speaker Bhadra Ranchod 
to order Mr. Yengeni to withdraw the remark, but he 
repeatedly refused. 
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[Begin Yengeni recording) Mr. Deputy Speaker, | 
pointed out in my response that | was not referring to 
any specific member of this House, but generally that 
the wealth that the white people are having now in their 
hands in this country was accumulated in exclusion of 
the majority of the people of this country, and to me 
that’s nothing else but stealing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
that the white people in this country stole the wealth 
that they have. (end -ecording] 


Mr. Yengeni said later that if his statement implied that 
members of the House were thieves, then he would 
withdraw the r=mark, but he still believed this was the 
case. Freedom Front leader Constand Viljoen walked 
out after Dr. Ranchod ruled that proceedings woulc go 
ahead. 


South Africa: NP Leader in Northern Cape 
Legislature Resigns 

MB2802174096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Party [NP] leader 
in the legislature of the Northern Cape has resigned. 
Mr. Jan Brazelle cited a serious lack of communication 
between political parties in the legislature as the reason 
for his decision. He told the legislature today that issues 
of vital smportance to the province could have been 
resolved had the premier been available for meetings. 


He said some meetings stood over for months despite 
their urgency being pointed out to Mr. Manne Dipico. 
Mr. Brazelle said the NP had no option but to take a 
more aggressive approach in order to play its proper 
role in the government of the Northern Cape. 


The ANC says the resignation of the Northern Cape 
National Party leader is no surprise. Trade and Tourism 
MEC [Member of the Executive Council] Goolam 
Akharwaray said the NP had a lack of vision regarding 
development in the Northern Cape. 


South Afrk a: Four Held in Angola on Savimbi 
Murder Plo Still in Prison 


MB2802135396 Johannesbure THE STAR in English 
28 Feb 96 p2 


(Report by Norman Chandler] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Four South African diamond 
miners captured in Angola four months ago and alleged 
to have plotted to kill UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola) leader Jonas Savimbi are 
still not free, despite efforts by Foreign Minister Alfred 
Nzo to secure their release. 


The men — Steven Jonker, Francois Cloete, Stephen 
Praser and Stefanus Janse van Rensburg — were taken 
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prisoner after being ambushed at Mutchc ve, a village 
in Lunda Norte province, north-east Angola, on October 
24. 


UNITA says there was a firefight at the village and the 
four were captured. They allegedly confessed to being 
mercenaries who had been infiltrated into the country to 
kill Savimbi. 


The South African [SA] embassy in Luanda said yes- 
terday there had been no progress in negotiauons with 
UNITA to secure their release but that talks were go- 
ing on. According to family members in Newcasue, 
KwaZulwNatal, Jonker had already contracted malaria 
before being captured, and there are fears that he may 
not have been receiving anumalaria medication over the 
past four months. 


The embassy added that atlempts were conunuing to 
secure the release of the four men “at the highest 
level” through the SA Department of Foreign Affairs, 
the international Red (Cross, the United Nations peace 
keeping force in Angola, the UNITA movement, and 
through the joint commission between the UN, Angola 
and UNITA — but, so far, without success. 


South African Press Review for 28 Feb 
MB28021 35696 


[FBIS Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Mandela, ANC Harming Relations With U.S. — Pres- 
ident Mandela was “unwise” to meet A ywar Haddam, 
the head of the “’Parliamentary Delegation in Exile’ 
of the Islamic Salvation Front, which is banned in Al- 
geria,” says the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 27 February. “What worries us 
is South Africa’s weak handling of some foreign af- 
fairs and the ANC’s determination to pay its dues to 
the ANC’s friends like President Castro and Colonel 
al- Qadhdhafi. By doing so, President Mandela and the 
ANC will harm our relationships with the U.S. and its 
people and will give overseas investors cause to doubt 
Our intentions and the security of their investments.” 
THE CITIZEN concludes that the ANC’s obligations to 
South Africa deserve “to be put first.” 


SO". 7 UN 


Growu}, |» velopment Strategy Welcome — “Most 
South Africans will welcome” the government's growth 
and development strategy unveiled by Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki on 26 February, says a page 10 editonal 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 28 February. 
The unveiling of the strategy shows the government “1s 
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not resung on its laurels, but is actively seeking ways 
of growing the economy and relieving the suffering of 
the majonty.” The great “pitfall” the government has to 
avoid is that “of failing to turn its reconstruction plans 
into reality; of making promises which take too long to 
materialise, if at all. Apart trom irreparably damaging 
the image of the Government, this would be the pertect 
breeding grovind for social and political instability.” 


BUSINESS JAY 


Growth, Development Strategy ‘Encouraging’ — Com- 
menting on the growtui and development strategy out- 
lined by Deputy President Mbeki Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 28 February says: “It seems 
an important step has been taken towards formulating a 
vision that all South Afncans can share. The first thing 
that becomes apparent from reading between the !ines 
is that the old struggle between the ANC’s left and right 
wings has not quite been resolved. Hence Mbeki calls 
for ‘manufacturing for basic needs and tor export’.” That 
phrase pleases all the people all the time; it placates 
those arguing tor growth through redistribution and as 
well as those arguing tor a trickle down through export- 
led growth.” BUSINESS DAY also notes that the warn- 
ing that “sacrifices have to be made ts also a sign that 
some dramatic policies are being contemplated.’ How- 
ever, it is “a pity Mbeki could not provide more of a 
clue on what the thinking is, even if it has not yet been 
finalised. But one cannot blame him for treading care- 
fully after COSATU [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] blew up when responsible ministers fatled to 
consult umions properly prior to his recent privatisa- 
tion announcements.” BUSINESS DAY concludes that 
“Mbeki's message ts encouraging.” 


BEELD 


Buchanan Election Victory ‘Detrimental’ — “The vic- 
tory of the nght-wing Republican Mir. Pat Buchanan in 
the U.S. primaries could hold significantly detrimental! 
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consequences for both the Republican Party and Amer- 
ica, and eventually for world politics,” notes an editonal 
on page-10 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 24 
February. “The current in-fighung among Republican 
would-be candidates contrasts sharply with the peace in 
the Democratic Party, where President Bill Clinton 1s 
the only candidate; and voters do not easily vote for 
such a divided party.” Assuming Mr. Buchanan ends up 
inthe White House, ‘his isolationist atuitude could mean 
that the U.S. wall increasingly withdraw from toreign in- 
volvement.” Already, “President Clinton's intervenuon 
in Bosnia was strongly cntcized by Mr. Buchanan.” 
Presently the U.S., by its relatively interventionist for- 
eign policy, has had a clearly stabilizing effect on world 
poliucs; a Buchanan victory would be detrimental for 
the whole world.” 


NP in Crisis — In an article on page 11 of the same 
issue of BEELD, columnist Peet Kruger writes: “No one 
can blame Mr. F. W. de Klerk if he believes that the 
gods have their knives drawn tor him.” Yet, it rather 
seems he and his party are vicums of Murphy's Law 
Referring to the string of disasters the party suffered, 
starung with the leak of the National Party's, NP, to: 
secret “new vision” plan to the media, the resignat 
of Leon Wessels and Tobie Meyer, and the in-fight 
over their replacements, Kruger says all this “dashec 
Mr. De Klerk’s new vision.” “Had the NP planned 
to demonstrate to the world that it has reached the 
end of tts shelf life, it could not have done it better 
And it does not bode well for the party's campaign in 
the upcoming municipal elections in its stronghold, the 
Western Cape.” During the the previous crisis, when the 
NP lost an important by-election in Potchefstroom to the 
Conservauve Party, CP, Mr. de Klerk was able to take 
the intuative and announce a referendum, in which the 
NP battered the CP. “This time his options are limited 
He has already played al! his best cards with his new 
VISION 
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Angola 
Angola: De Matos—‘No Conditions for a New War’ 


BR2802154796 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
24 Feb 96 p 20 


(Interview with General Joao de Matos, Angolan Armed 
Forces chief of sta‘t, by Gustavo Costa in Luanda; date 
not given; “There Are No Conditions for a New War’} 


(FBIS Translated Text) General Joao de Matos, Angolan 
Armed Forces chief of staff, takes stock of the process 
of quartering the UNITA [Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola} troops, 1d states thal there are 
differences of opinion on some points, but asserts that 
there are no corJitions for a new war in the country, 


[Costa] How do you assess the process of quartering the 
UNITA troops? 


[De Matos) Broadly speaking, the record cannot be 
deemed bad. The process is continuing, and there was 
an acceleration in January. However, this does not come 
up to expectations, because we agreed with UNITA in 
December that 20,000 of its troops would be quartered 
by 31 January in Vila Nova, Luimdimbali, Quibaxe, and 
Negage. Some of the personnel quartered in this first 
stage in Vila Nova are not military but paramilitary; 
members of the militias and auxiliary personnel, mostly 
recruited at the end of 1995. 


{Costa} Is the same thing not happening in Negage” 


[De Matos} No. Negage is an area wholly controlled 
by UNITA, and the personive! quartered are of a higher 
quality. In Quitexe and Luimdimbali they are mixed. 


[Costa] What about arms? 


[De Matos} About one-third of the arms transported 
by UNITA to the quartering areas is offensive and is 
in good condition, another third is semiobsolete, and 
the remainder is totally obsolete. The gravest thing is 
that these arms are not accompanied by the respective 
ammunition. 


{Costa} Are you not afraid that UNITA could rekindle 
the guerrilla war for another 10 years, as Savimbi said, 
if the government does not give a new sign of goodwill, 
following the quartering of 20,000 men? 

[De Matos} I do not believe that UNITA has the 
psychological conditions for returning to war. It must 
be made clear that it is the UNITA forces which must 
be quartered — not the FAA [Angolan Armed Forces]. 


{Costa} But the government is accused of importing 
large amounts of military equipment. 

[De Matos} We scarcely have money for our budget 
plans, let alone for importing military equipment’ We 
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have more than enough equipment, and do not need to 
import more, We placed an order in 1994 which was 
temporarily canceled to avert distrust on UNITA's part. 


[Costa] Has UNITA received arms? 


(De Matos} We know that traffickers have brought in 
various forms of equipment from Zaire, but we are not 
concerned, because it wil! not change the correlation of 
forces. 


[Costa] Is the hiring of the U.S. MPRI (Military Profes- 
sional Resources Inc.) enterprise aimed at replacing the 
South African Executive Outcomes enterprise? 


{De Matos] The FAA are new Armed Forces, which 
have been in existence for just a few years, They 
need international cooperauon for their organizauon. 
We currently have quite fruitful advisory assistance 
from Portugal for restructuring the FAA, organizing 
the various services’ general staffs, training the military 
police, and so forth. We have training agreements with 
Brazil in civil and military establishments, we train 
Officers in France, and we will soon be doing so in 
South Africa and the United States. 


{Costa] Executive Gutcomes’ role was very controver- 
sial. Is it no longer operating in Angola? 


{De Matos] In 1992, the FAA were in an incipient stage, 
and their embryo was dismembered by the withdrawal 
of UNITA’s personnel. It was difficult at that time to 
secure international support for their reorganization, and 
we had to turn to a private enterprise which, within the 
framework of cooperation agreements with the FAA, 
played a role which was praiseworthy in all respects. 


{Costa] But UNITA is sull demanding the departure of 
the Executive Outcomes personnel who, it says, remain 
in Angola. 


[De Matos] Under the Lusaka protocol, Executive 
Outcomes was forced to cease to cooperate with us, 
and its personnel were all withdrawn. 


[Costa] UNITA accuses the government of not wishing 
to include all its generals in the unified Armed Forces. 


[De Matos] It is not true that we wish to include only 
three generals, but it is true that we have only six more 
posts for them. There is no room for any more beyond 
that number. However, we maintain the principle of 
full inclusion, which wil! enable UNITA to keep the 
surplus officers in command of the troops who are being 
demobilized with the same status as the officers on the 
permanent staff. 


[Costa] That solution is far from meeung the UNITA 
military personnel’s demands. 
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[De Matos} Let me say that currenlly twee of my 
four aides come from UNITA. It was UNITA which 
withdrew from the FAA after the elections. We cannot 
send home now those who are working here to make 
way for those who waged the war against us. | do not 
believe that all the 40 generals whom UNITA says that 
it has wish to join the FAA, knowing that there are 
other posts to fill in the government, parliament, the 
provinces’ civil administration, or enterprises. 


[Costa] So do you believe that there is no danger of a 
new war in Angola? 


[De Matos) There are differences about the quartering 
of all he UNITA personnel, which can be surmounted. 


There may be individuals who are not satisfied with 
the process — internal or external forces which may 
instigate a new war — but they will not succeed. There 
are no conditions ior a new war in Angola. 


Angola: Joint Commission Holds 32d Session, 
Ratifies Actions 


MB2802195296 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) The Joint Commission held its 
32d session in Luanda this afternoon. The commission 
ratified actions defined by the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] and the 
government for the month of March. The actions were 
agreed upon at meetings held in Luanda between 
delegations from UNITA and the government, led by 
Dr. Jorge Alicerces Vaientim and Minister Faustino 
Muteka, respectively. 


Today's session was chaired by Alioune Blondin Beye, 
special representative of the UN secretary general. The 
ratified actions deal with the cease-fire, end of military 
movements, confinement of riot police, the return by 
Angolan Armed Forces to the nearest barracks, the 
confinement of UNITA troops, and the end of hostile 
propaganda, among other issues. 


Angola: Joint Commission Approves Tasks for 
Implementing Peace Plan 

MB2902064396 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translai.d Text] In its 32d ordinary session held 
on 28 February, the Joint Commission approved the 
March program for the Lusaka Protocol's implemen- 
tation. The session also discussed the quartenng of sol- 
diers. Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special representative 
in Angola, says Joint Commission members were en- 
couraged by their decision to approve the program on 
the eve of the meeting between President Jose Eduar?o 
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dos Santos and the leader of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA),. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage-by- 
passage UWanslaion into Portuguese] . am particularly 
happy that the program has been unanimously approved 
by the two delegations. I would like to point out that the 
program was drafted after intense consultations between 
government and UNITA delegations in Bailundo and 
Luanda. The program includes five tasks to be executed 
joindy by the government and UNITA. There are four 
specific tasks for the government, five for UNITA, and 
six for the UN Angola Verificauion Mission-3 (Unavem- 
3). 


I would like to reiterate that I am particularly happy that 
the proyram was approved on the eve of the Libreville 
meeting. We have learned from mistakes we made in 
February, and they will be taken into account as we 
execute the tasks earmarked for March. [end recording) 


Beye said the session discussed the outcome of meetings 
held by the military delegations. He said military 
matters will be addressed by President Dos Santos and 
Savimbi during the Libreville summit, adding that an 
agreement is nearer. Beye said Unavem-3 has reported 
the quartering of 16,600 soldiers. 


[Luanda Radio Nacional de Angola in Portuguese at 
0600 GMT on 29 February in a related item adds: 
“The joint tasks assigned to UNITA and the government 
deal with the cessation of all military operations and 
hosule propaganda in the country, the conclusion of 
military talks on the formation of a single Angolan 
army, and the tree movement of people and goods. The 
specific tasks for the government include the quartering 
of all Rapid Intervention Police personnel, the return of 
Angolan Armed Forces members to nearby barracks, 
and the disarming of civilians. As for UNITA, the 
main task is the quartering of soldiers in designated 
assembly points, the names of officials who will join the 
future government of unity and national reconciliation, 
the release of prisoners, and Unavem- 3's effective 
monitoring of mercenaries in UNITA ranks. The tasks 
assigned to Unavem-3 include improving conditions in 
assembly areas and assistance to relatives of UNITA 
soldiers who have been quartered." 


Angola: Foreign Minister Comments on Summit 
Preparations 

AB2802184896 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 28 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] In order to 
prepare for the sumrut between Dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi, Angolan Foreign Minister Venacio da Moura 
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is already in Libreville. He was received this morning 
by President Omar Bongo. Let us listen to Venacio da 
Moura speak to Eugene Elamba. 


(Begin Da Moura recording} Gabon is an unavoidable 
pillar for peace in Angola. For more than 10 years, 
President E) Hadj Omar Bongo has been playing a rather 
important role in the peace and pacificauon process in 
our country. So, it is normal that from ume to ume, 
his brother, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos informs 
him about the achievements made in the process. This 
ume, we are again in Libreville to deliver a message 
to him concerning this issue. In fact, | cannot hide 
anything from you on this. I have to tell President 
Omar Bongo that the Angola Government and UNITA, 
once again, want to meet for the fourth ume here in 
Libreville within a few days’ time — within two or 
three days’ time. It is also a preparatory and information 
visit that | am paying to the brotherly Gabonese people 
and government, especially His Excellency President 
Bongo. [end recording) 


It is also worth mentioning that Alioune Blondin Beye 
of Mali, the UN special representative to Angola, will 
also be present in Angola for this summit meeting. 
He will arrive in Libreville tomorrow. Already this 
morning, he briefed us on the various issues to be 
discussed in Gabon. 


[Begin Beye recording] The meeting will be held in an 
improved atmosphere. So, it must help to make new 
steps forward through the settlement of the remaining 
provisions of the Lusaka Peace Agreement. Very easily, 
we have forgotten from where we have started. As 
you know, for more than three months now, there 
has not been any more war in Angola. We no longer 
speak of war in Angola. If there is war, we talk 
about it and if it is not there we do not consider that 
it was a very important achievement made after 20 
years of war. 'n a country where there were 1,000 
deaths per day, to say the least, we should say that 
a very positive step was made forward. As a result, 
the forthcoming meeting should enable us to discuss 
the third part of the peace process. The first was the 
cease-fire which we have left behind us. The second 
was the encampment of UNITA forces. It is obviously 
necessary (0 intensify, accelerate, and improve the 
quality of this ongoing encampment process. But, as 
of now, we must begin talking about the third and 
last stage which is national reconciliauon, meaning the 
establishment of a government of national reconciliation 
— an administration of national reconciliation — in 
direct conformity with the provisions of the Lusaka 
Peace Agreement. (end recording] 
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Angola: Military Delegations Resume Talks in 
Luanda 


MB2802200896 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Military delegations trom the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA) and the government resumed talks in Luanda 
today to try to reach agreement on fundamental princ- 
ples concerning the formation of a unified national army. 
First there was a meeung of delegations, then a meet- 
ing between government's General Joao de Matos and 
UNITA’s Lutock Wyio. The meetings produced good 
results. Talks will resume on 5 March. 


Angola: UNITA Troops’ Situation in Negage 
‘Deplorable’ 

MB2802204896 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The situation facing Nauonal 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
troops confined in Negage, Bie Province, is deplorable. 
This was revealed by Augusto Salupula, our correspon- 
dent in the region. Salupula cites the UNITA logistics 
commander in the area as saying the troops are expe- 
riencing many difficulties, including a shortage of salt, 
poor diet and lodging conditions. [passage omitted] A 
total of 5,000 UNITA troops are confined in Negage. 


Angola: Government, UNITA Military Teams Fail 
To Agree on Issues 


MB2902063296 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Angolan Government 
and National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola [UNITA] teams have not yet reached an agree- 
ment on the number of UNITA generals in the Angolan 
Armed Forces [FAA] and the posts they will hold. To- 
day's meeting brought nothing new, but the negouators 
assured us that the talks are on the right track. The teams 
are scheduled to meet again on § March. General Joao 
Baptista de Matos, FAA chief of General Staff, said 


{Begin recording] [De Matos] We resumed proceedings 
today. I think this was a rather fruitful day in that we 
made an in-depth analysis of all the problems worrying 
us. I believe we are on the right track. 


[Unidenufied correspondent} We know what problems 
worry you. A while ago, UNITA General Wyio told us 
this was just a conversation and that more developments 
are expected. We would like to know exactly what 1s 


happening. 
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{De Matos) Obviously, the talks are not over yet. Nev- 
ertheless, it has been possible for us to identify general 
issues in some depth. We analyzed each problem, Above 
all, we trying to convey to UNITA enough trust so its 
men will join the FAA troops. 


(Correspondent) Gen. de Matos; Could you just give 
us an example of one area in which you have made 
progress? We are really curious! 


{De Matos) I rather doubt that this will help the talks. 
We intend to end the talks and then, when the time is 
right, we will provide fuller details. 


[Correspondent] What about the issue of the UNITA 
generals? 


[De Matos} We are still discussing that matter. The 
government's proposal is still on the negotiating table. 
UNITA was given an in-depth explanation of the 
proposal's content and it will reply some time soon. 
We hope UNITA will react more positively when we 
resume the talks. [passage omitted] 


{Correspondent} Have there been any new developments 
concerning the aircraft shot down yesterday or the day 
before? 


(De Matos] There are no new developments. All we 
know is what we made public yesterday. The aircraft 
was shot down. At this stage, we are looking at 
the aircraft's black box, after which we will issue a 
communique. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


UNITA Gen. Wyio also believed progress has been 
made at the talks: 


[Begin recording] [Wyio] These were both encouraging 
and productive talks. 


(Correspondent) [Words indistinct} the answer you 
brought from Bailundo and, in view of that, to make 
plans tomorrow. 


[Wyio] That is false. We did not go to Bailundo. We 
met here yesterday and we came back here today. There 
was no visit to Bailundo. 


{Correspondent} So you did not ask to consult with your 
leadership? 


[Wyio}] No, we did not ask for that. We received a 
document and we analyzed it. That is all. 
[Correspondent] That means that there are some diffi- 
Culties still? 


[Wyio] No, there are no difficulties whatever. [end 
recording} 
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Botswana 


Botswana: Finance Minister Denies Budget 
Prepared in Canada 

MB2802193896 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Vice President and Min- 
ister of Finance and Development Planning, Mr. Fes- 
tus Mogae, has refuted allegations by the MP [member 
of Parliament] for Gaborone North, Mr. Maitshwarelo 
Dabutha, that the country’s budget is prepared in 
Toronto, Canada. Responding to the debate on the bud- 
get in Parliament yesterday, Mr. Mogae said it is a pity 
that the BOTSWANA GUARDIAN _ aper believed 
Mr. Dabutha’s claims, and even went further by writing 
an editorial on the issue. He said Mr. Dabutha knew that 
he was misleading Parliament. Mr. Mogae commended 
a few opposition MP’s who'd addressed the budget, but 
said members such as the MP for Gaborone West, Mr. 
Paul Rantao, decided to address freedom square in Par- 
liament. He told members about the investment package 
which was announced last year, as a measure intended 
to encourage investors to come to Botswana. He said it 
takes time for investors to prefer Botswana because they 
compare it to its neighbors, or even with West Africa 
and Latin America. Mr. Mogae said the most appropri 
ate way for income distribution is through job creation, 
adding that the government believes that the private sec- 
tor should play a leading role in the area. He challenged 
the Botswana National Front to come with an economic 
plan because it is clear from its documents that it is 
proposing to do what the ruling party is doing. Mr. Mo- 
gae said the problem facing the country is the reluctance 
of people to work hard, citing the rice project in Maung 
which collapsed because people refused to work, stand- 
ing in the muddy water in the heat. He called on all 
parties to encourage people to work hard, adding that 
parties should not connive with wrong-doers. 


On the salary increment, he said the five percent 
adjustment was based on affordability. He said the 
expenditure is increasing by 15 percent and revenue by 
three percent. 


Lesotho 


Lesotho: Information Minister Denies Government 
Dissolved 


MB2902123996 Maseru Radio Lesotho in Sesotho 
1220 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[Statement by Lesotho’s minister of information and 
broadcasting, Lira Motete; date and place not given — 
live or recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Countrymen, the announcement 
you heard over Lesotho Radio today during the 1300 
news [1100 GMT] made by a person calling himself 
(Pholofo Matsosane) is untrue. The government and 
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its Parliament and the country’s Constituuion are intact 
and have not been dissolved or suspended. The govern- 
ment still exists. You will hear in time a government 
announcement concerning this incident and measures 
taken against the culprits. The culprits are presently in 
the hands of the police, Peace, rain, prosperity. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Union Chief Decries Government's 
Privatization Program 


MB28021 32496 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) General Secretary of Mozam- 
bique's Trade Union Federation, OTM, Soares Nhaca, 
has denounced the government's privatization policy for 
failing to improve workers’ living conditions. Cited in 
today's issue of the Maputo daily paper, NOTICIAS, 
Nhaca remarked that just as the government did not 
Properly define what should be taken in full state control 
in the 1970's, it now has not defined what should and 
what should not be privatized. He said the government 
has also not defined who should be the beneficiaries of 
privatization. Mr. Nhaca said by selling off everything at 
a run the government was making the blunder of hand- 
ing major companies over to people who were unable 
to manage companies, who have no financial capacity, 
and, worse still, have no idea what they want to do with 
the companies. Nhaca said this process was not thought 
out properly. He said there was a great deal of haste in 
privatizing companies. He said there should have been 
a more prudent process. Mr. Nhaca said mass redun- 
dancies resulting from privatizations were an affront of 
the trade union movement, and contribute to increasing 
crime and poverty in Mozambique. He also said that 
as long as there was an increasing tendency to reduce 
employment, his organization thought the country will 
have more social problems. 


Mr. Nhaca said the OTM was trying via the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions to put pressure on 
the International Monetary Fund to moderate its harsh 
position on the Mozambican economy. The OTM has 
reacted with particular anger to the IMF's interference 
in wage bargaining. Last September, an IMF delegation 
visiting Mozambique headed by Brazilian economist 
Sergio Leite, strongly attacked the 37.5 percent increase 
in minimum wage that the unions had negotiated 
with the government. 


Mozambique: Dhlakama—Gorongosa, Maringue 
Renamo’s ‘Exclusive Zones’ 

MB2902062896 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Afonso Dhlakama, leader of the 
Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo}, has reiter- 
ated that gosa and Maringue are his organization's 
exclusive zones. Speaking to our Beira correspondent, 
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Dhliakama said he already has appointed his staff in the 
town of Gorongosa, which he regards as Renaino’s na- 
tional headquarters. He said he will order the construc- 
lion of infrastructure to serve the local residents, 


The Renamo leader is in Sofala Province on a private 
visit, and then will go to Zambezia. 


Namibia 


Namibia: Ministry Reportedly Confirms Plans To 
Purchase Patrol Ships 


MB2802204796 Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN 
in Afrikaans 23 Feb 96 p 3 


(FBIS Translated Text] The purchasing of patrol vessels 
for the yet to be established Namibian navy, as a 
third wing of the Defense Force, has been confirmed, 
although it is not exacdy known when the transaction 
will take place. 


The issue of a provisional amount of approximately 800 
million Namibian dollars has also been raised and all 
indications are that Brazil will supply the naval vessels. 


For the second time in one week, DIE REPUBLIKEIN 
received confirmation from defense headquarters in 
Windhoek concerning negotiations between Namibia 
and Brazil over the purchase of the ships. It also an- 
nounced that the Namibian Defense Force will definitely 
not send a team of experts to Germany to consider pur- 
chasing German vessels for Namibia. 


“We are not ponies any war ships. We are nego- 
tiating with Brazil for the purchasing of patrol ves- 
sels and these are definitely not corvettes. The Ministry 
(of Defense) is continuing its negotiauons with Brazil, ° 
the ministry's public relations officer, Lieutenant Joe 
/ shipala, told DIE REPUBLIKEIN, in reaction to an 
ea ier report containing details about Namibia's request 
to the German Government about the possible availabil- 
ity of free naval vessels. 


The request to Germany was made by the deputy 

manent defense secretary, Hopelong Ipinge, to the 
eader of the German budgetary committee, Dr. Erich 
Riedl, during the committee's visit to the Luiperdsvallei 
Military Base outside Windhoek. 


Lieutenant Ashipala also declared that the talks at 
Luiperdsvallei were informal and that the request cannot 
be viewed as an official, government one. “These were 
informal discussions, and nothing said can be regarded 
as Official.” 


The confirmauons and denials by Lieutenant Ashipala 
follows recent denials in the National Assembly by De- 
fense Minister Philemon Malima on the issue. Malima 
was re ing to questions by DTA [Democratic Turn- 
halle Alliance] shadow minister Alois Gende concerning 
allegations about a state visit to Brazil by President Sam 
Nujoma. 
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"I must emphasize that we would possibly want the 
vessels, Sut why should we buy them if we do not have 
people to operate them? The answer is no, the Namibian 
Government is not considering the purchasing of war 
ships as the Member of Parliament and other people in 
Namibia allege,” said Malima. 


Namibia and Brazil signed a naval agreement on 4 
March 1994. According to the agreement, the Min- 
istry of Defense presented a development plan to the 
Brazilians on the long-term training needs of Namibia's 
pean’ naval wing, and the first training program for 

amibia’s naval force began in Brazil in September 
1994, 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Mandela Reportedly Invites King 
Mswati for Talks 


MB2902100896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Feb 96 p 1 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} South African reports revealed 
eg oo that all is set for a historic meeting betwe: a 

is Majesty King Mswati II] and South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela. President Mandela last week in- 
vited King Mswati III for talks bordering on this coun- 
try’s political conditions. 


It was stated that the talks will focus on labour demands 
and political reform in Swaziland. According to last 
weekend's press reports the meeting is scheduled for 
tomorrow. 


Swaziland: Federation of Labor To Join Talks on 
27 Demands 


MB2902062796 Mbabane Swazi Television in English 
1730 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The secretary general of 
the Swaziland Federation of Labor [SFL], Mr. Vincent 
Ngcongwane, has said they would soon be joining the 

ks with the government and the SFTU [Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions] because they feel the 
obstacles that prevented progress in the talks have been 
_ Cleared. We have a report. 


{Begin recording] [Ngcongwane] We were staying out 
hoping that the parties who had had differences between 
them would sort out those differences because we felt 
that it would not be useful to go to a table which 
now and then has unnecessary hiccups, but we believe 
that they now have concluded the issues that made 
them conflict, and will now be going to deal with the 
demands. The thing is that is what the table is now 
prepared to do, then our going back will be meaningful. 


{Swaziland Television correspondent Victor Dludlu] 
There will be talks tomorrow. Are you going to be 


joining? 
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[Ngcongwane] We are planning on doing that, particu- 
larly if we are convinced, as we are now, that they have 
sorted out the differences because I musi say that that 
disturbs your commitment in negotiations, (as heard) 


[Diudlu) There seems to be a hide-and-seek game 
between the SFTU and the government regarding the 
27 demands. What is the stand of the SFL. Does it feel 
that the government has addressed them adequately? 


[Ngcongwane] The SFL view is that both sides have 
not been telling what you'd say is the true position. 
We do not believe that nothing has been done on the 
27 demands, but we also do not believe that all the 27 
demands have been met. Some of them have been tabled 
before Parliament with a view to meeting them, some 
of them are going to take a long time to implement, 
some of them have not been attended or have been 
agreed in previous discussions, so we are saying both 
sides, you must use this table to identify clearly those 
items that have been done and those items that have not 
been done and deal with those that have not been done. 
Those that are in the processes, we should only monitor 
that the processes are seen to be effective, otherwise 
to play to the public gallery and say nothing has been 
or everything has been done as government has been 
saying, we don't believe that is helpful. 


[Diudlu} Yet there was the mass stayaway. Would you 
Say it was justified under the circumstances? 


[Ngcongwane] Well, we didn't feel that it was necessary 
for us to participate because we had approached our 
colleagues so that we identify as to when you go on a 
mass stayaway, exactly what is it that you going on a 
mass stayaway for, because we knew that it can't be 
all the 27 demands, because some of them had been 
met, others could not be met even in the short term, 
but if you are going to say even though you going on 
a Stayaway for, then it would bring a lot of problems. 
For instance, if you talk about housing of police as part 
of 27 demands, if you go on a stayaway for that too, 
would you come back when the houses have been built? 
All these are the mechanisms that you'll have to agree 
to. [end recording) [passage omitted] 


Swaziland: 1.2 Million Emalangeni Said Stolen 
Through Treasury 

MB2902100996 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Mbabane — About E1.2 
million (emalangeni) in cheques has been stolen from 
the government through the Treasury Department and 
internal involvement is suspected. 
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Police have launched an intensive invesugauon into the 
theft of the cheques but nobody has been arrested so 
far. An undisclosed amount has been traced to a South 
African [SA] Bank (identity known) and police suspect 
that more is yet to be uncovered. 


Initially a cheque of over E100,000 was reported 
missing to the police and on further investigation it 
was found that the theft was more than what has been 


reported. 


Apparently, the Accountant General's office was not 
aware of the extent of the fraud in the department as 
the cheques paid out are in terms of claims by different 
ministries. 

On Wednesday last week, a team of police investigators 
were in SA and were due to return on Tuesday as part 
of their investigation into the missing cheques. 


But police are keeping a tight lid in their investigation 
for fear that exposure might jeopardize their work and 
recovery of the money. Police PRO [public relations 
officer] superintendent Khisimusi Ndlovu declined to 
comment about the theft. 


According to informed sources, the whole investigation 
into the matter was triggered by the theft of a cheque of 
E137,000 from the department. The cheque was stolen 
between November and December last year. 


"On further investigation by the fraud department at 
Treasury, it was discovered that the theft of cheques has 
been going on for sometime. The matter was reported 
to the police and it was found that about E500,000 in 
cheques had already been taken on separate occasions,” 
the sources said. 


It has been established that the cheque of E137,000 
stolen from the Treasury Department was paid out to 
one Jon Burrow who is a consultan’. But instead of 
the payee collecting it, a stranger came to pick it up 
suspectedly in collusion with a staff member(s) within 
the Treasury Department. The cheque was also traced 
to the SA Bank where it was finally deposited. 


The Accountant General David Dlamini confirmed the 
theft of the E137,000 cheque. Mr Diamini said he was 
not aware of the extent of investigations by police and 
was in no position to deny nor confirm the amount 
involved. It has been established that following the 
theft of the cheques, the department has stepped up its 
security. 


Initially, people could come in and out of the department 
and collect cheques on ‘behalf of companies’ without 
any ‘hindrance’. But now persons coming to collect 
cheques are subjected to some form of scrutiny. Entry 
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into the department has been restricted and those going 
in must specifically state their purpose of visit. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Civil Servant Nationwide Strike Enters 
Second Day 


MB2802202096 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT 28 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zambian Government's 
Operations remained at a virtual standstill today as the 
nauon-wide strike by civil servants and public service 
workers entered its second day. The civil servants union 
of Zambia called for an indefinite strike yesterday to 
press their demand for a 45 percent salary increase, 
instead of the 11.5 percent that had been awarded by 
the government. The industrial relations court to which 
the union appealed for a pay rise last year, awarded the 
45 percent increase to the workers. The government has 
declared the strike illegal, and urged workers to go back 
to work or risk being fired. 


Zambia: Budget Said To Have Left Out ‘Important 
Factors’ 


MB2802183896 Lusaka THE POST in English 
5 Feb 96 p12 


[Article by Munachonga Herbert Chipengo] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There is no doubt that this 
year's | dget has been exceptional in many ways 
compared to the previous ones. Whether this was done 
under stimuli of an election fever is beside the point 
because in democracy such behaviour is the norm. 


Assuming that the budget does not veer off course 
adversely and that it is improved upon in the year 1997 
and 1998, real growth will start to be discerned in the 
economy. What must be borne in mind is the fact that 
the devastation of the past four years will take time to 
rectify. It is easy to destroy and anybody can do it, but it 
takes genius persistence and determination to go around 

the problem and solve it. | 


In the market economy where players can walk in and 
out at will depending on their perception of inherent 
benefits, the ones that enters first and skims milk as 
it were, creates a competitive edge. In this regard, 
while the local industry was busy collapsing due to 
obnomous fiscal policies of the past (stabilisation) of 
importan’ macro economic factors such as interest 
rates inflation and exchange rates should have been 
Carried oul concurrently with measures (such as the ones 
introduced in the 1996 budget) the foreign competitors 
set foot penetrated the market, and are effectively 
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controlling it. [Words indistinct] good, has left out most 
important factors. The first one is that of labour. It does 
not matter how much recapitalisaion companies will 
make in terms of the acquisition of new equipment 
and the like, real growth will be difficult to achieve 
for as long as the human labour that will be expected 
to handle the equipment responsibly lives below the 
poverty datum line. In this connection, the 1996 budget 
failed to spell out workable strategies of broadening 
the tax base so that if the tax band was increased to 
K 100,000 [kwacha] tax free pay, the government would 
still generate sufficient funds from other sources hitherto 
not captured. 


Indeed there is no shortage of money in this country 
for achieving a well reasoned and managed economic 
plan. What with the raking in of five hundred and fifty 
billion kwacha in tax by Zambia Revenue Authority 
(ZRA) last year! Supposing only fifty billion of that 
money was in vested in constructing modern beautiful 
markets with nice spacious stalls to trade from by 
registered marketeers, wouldn't ZRA have raked in 
five hundred and fifty trillion kwacha? What is really 
absent in the nation is not the money, but the personnel 
to manage the resources effectively and judiciously to 
induce economic development. There is really no need 
to wait for the Israelites to come and do this for us. 


The second one is that zero rating of productive 
machinery should have been applied across the board. 
Zero rating of only agricultural and mining machinery 
is discriminatory and smacks of lack of comprehensive 
understanding of the composition of industry on a macro 
level in the country by budget planners. 


In planning and managing a macro economy it is 
imperative that thorough research is undertaken to 
understand issues by budget personnel rather than just 
depending on hearsay and stimuli from the most vocal 
group. However, since the budget is still being debated 
in parliament, it is important that a corrigendum is 
issued to zero rate all productive machinery to ensure 
that reinvestment into the economy is achieved across 
the board. 


Zambia: Legal Association Urges Government To 
Respect Courts 

MB2802183496 Lusaka THE POST in English 

5 Feb 96 p3 


(Report by Mukalya Nampito] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Reacting to recent attacks on 
the judiciary, Law Association of Zambia (LAZ) chair- 
man Bakwiba Sikota yesterday appealed to members of 
the executive and the legislature to respect the courts. 
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"If the executive or legislature do not show any respect 
for our courts, there is very little incentive for the 
ordinary citizen to be law abiding,” Sikota said in a 
press statement yesterday. 


Sikota further advised: “Our democracy will only stand 
a chance of flourishing if we are mature enough to 
realize that the scales of justice will not always ult to 
one side.” 


The LAZ chairman said it is understood that people can 
discuss and even criuicise a judgment once delivered, 
but not the bench. “What is not acceptable is to criticise 
or insult personalities on the bench when criticising one 
of their judgments. The executive is supposed to defend 
the honour and integrity of the judiciary,” Sikota said 
“One does not expect an attack on the judiciary to come 
from the front bench in parliament as this would be akin 
to someone having the right side of their body fighung 
the left side.” 


Finance minister Ronald Penza last week attacked the 
Industrial Relations Court (IRC) decision to award civil 
servants a 45 percent increment. He called the decision 
irresponsible. And he has since been summoned to 
appear before the IRC tomorrow. 


LAZ also feels that the Supreme Court judgment on the 
Public Order Act will not atfect the work of the police 
Anyone who behaves in a motous manner 1s liable 
to prosecution under the exisung laws. “The Supreme 
Court did not say that »» ople have the right to mot or 
destroy property,” Sikoia said. She might people have 
is to peaceably asseintie and go about their business 
without breaking the law.” 


Recently, Vice-President Godfrey Miyanda, Legal At- 
fairs Minister Remmy Mushota and Energy Deputy 
Minister Ernest Mwansa expressed displeasure with the 
Supreme Court judgment in parliament. LAZ further ad- 
vised police to put forth no more regulation than is nec- 
essary (0 administer and contro! the public. “If unrea- 
sonable conditions which are overly elaborate are put in 
place, these will go beyond what was envisaged by the 
Supreme Court when they talked about the Inspector- 
General devising some simple and practical method of 
receiving notifications,’ Sikota said. 


And leader of the house, Vice President Miyanda, on 
January 25 told parliament: “We will make amendments 
to see that sense comes to the law so that we don’t 
have anarchy. The courts should have cast thetr nets 
wider and looked at the wider implications of their 
judgments,” Miyanda said. 


The association has urged the Inspector-General to 
come up with regulations which will not in themselves 
infringe upon other people's rights 


8 report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-041 


18 SOUTHERN AFRICA 29 February 1996 
Zimbabwe warnings to Zimbabwe's business community to refuse 
any financial assistance to the independent paper. 
Zimbabwe: Mugabe Begins Matebeleland South 
Election Campaign Because all Zimbabwe's daily newspapers, radio and 


MB2802205996 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The First Secretary and Pres- 
ident of ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union) 
PF [Patriotic Front), Comrade Robert Mugabe, says 
the country’s border areas need to be developed, be- 
cause they have been neglected for a long time. Ad- 
dressing more than 4,000 party members who attended 
his first election campaign rally in Matebeleland South 
Province at Madlambuzi Business Center, Comrade Mu- 
gabe said government is aware that districts and border 
areas of the country are the most underdeveloped, be- 
cause colonial rulers developed areas near towns where 
the. stayed. The party leader said most of these areas 
lack the most basic infrastructures such as roads, health 
facilities, schools, and other service facilities as national 
registration offices. [as heard] 


Zimbwabwe's presidential election is scheduled for the 
16 and 17 of next month and Comrade Mugabe | 
being challenged by retired Bishop Abel Muzorewa 
of United Party and Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole of 
ZANU-Ndonga. 


Zimbabwe: State Said Stepping Up Pressure 
Against Independent Press 

MB2802131896 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Feb 9 pill 


(Report from the Independent Foreign Service] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Just three weeks before Zim- 
babwe's presidential elections, the government has 


stepped up its pressure against the country’s ailing in- 
dependent press to prevent criticism of President Robert 


Mugabe. 


Zimbabwe's leading independent newspaper, the Finan- 
cial Gazette, has abandoned its anti-government stance 
as the weekly paper’s owners succumb to the govern- 
ment's relentless financial and political pressure. 


Despite the Financial Gazette's new policy to be blandly 
non- political, the Mugabe government has increased 
its campaign against the paper. The State-controlled 
Zimbank has reportedly refused to reschedule debts 
owed by the paper in the coming months. 


Two front page stories in the state-owned Herald 


have triumphantly predicted the collapse of 
the Financial Gazette by June. The articles are seen as 


television channels are state-owned, the loss of the Fi- 
nancial Gazette's independent voice leaves the country 
with no regular critical view of the Mugabe government. 


Tight state control of the news media is one of the chief 
impediments to a pluralist democracy, according to Zim- 
babwe human rights groups. Financial Gazette publisher 
Elias Rusike has seen his independent newspapers crum- 
ble in the face of government antagonism. 


The crusading Daily Gazette, which exposed numerous 
corruption scandals, folded last year and the Sunday 
Gazette closed earlier this month. The papers won avid 
readerships but advertisers shied away for fear of losing 
lucrative government contracts. Burdened with debt, 
Rusike sought new financial backers. One potenual 
investor, South Africa's Times Media Limited, was 
blocked by the government from buying more than 25% 
of the publishing house and thezefore withdrew its offer. 


Starved of advertisers and new backers, Rusike is “de- 
liberately toning down the Financial Gazette and chang- 
ing its complexion to be more acceptable to the polit- 
cal establishment,” said suspended editor Trevor Ncube. 
Zimbabwe, said Ncube, is left in the “worrying position 
of being without any weekly scrutiny of issues of gov- 
ernance, accountability and corruption. Examination of 
these issues will now be a thing of the past". 


Several steps to weaken the Gazette's editorial position 
were taken last week. The publisher told reporters 
not to write about “personalities”, particularly that of 
the president. The paper scrapped its wildly popular 
“Muckraker” column, a wickedly witty send up of the 
Mugabe government. 


Protesting at the Financial Gazette's new apolitical 
Stance, assistant editor and columnmi.t Iden Wetherell 
resigned last week, charging that “attempts from any 
quarter to shield Mugabe from criticism are misguided 
and prejudicial to effective journalism’. Wetherell's 
resignation followed the suspension of Financial Gazette 
editor Ncube because he published a Reuters story last 
month which showed Mugabe in an unfavourable light. 
The story, from Maseru, stated that an irate Mugabe 
demanded his plane land immediately. The Maseru 
control tower reportedly replied that Mandela must land 
first because his plane arrived first. (Words indistinct] 
of the presidential race in the state-owned broadcasting 
and print media amounts to slavish reporting about 
Mugabe's speeches. 
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Burkina Faso 
Burkina Faso: Ivorian Paper Interviews President 
Compaore 
AB2402150096 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 23 Feb 96 pp 22, 23 


(Interview with Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore 
by FRATERNITE MATIN corrspondent Honorine 
Yaoua Kouman in Ouagadougou; date not given — first 
paragraph is FRATERNITE MATIN introduction) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The ties between Burkina 
Faso and Cote d'Ivoire have always been those of 
exemplary brotherliness and excellent understanding. 
Africa cannot progress faster than others have done, 
and people should avoid having contempt for Africans. 
The six commitments made at the June 1994 national 
meeting are all presently taking shape; a social summit 
will soon be held in Burkina Faso. These, among others, 
are some of the things President Blaise Compaore told 
us recently in Ouagadougou, the Burkinabe capital, just 
a few days after the regional conference of African 
economy, finance, and planning ministers, and resident 
representatives of the UN Development Program held in 
Ouagadougou at the end of January. [passage omitted) 


{[Kouman] Today, five years after the institution of the 
democratic process in Africa, military coups d'etat have 
resurfaced on the continent. Is it not embarrassing? Is it 
not anachronistic? 


[Compaore] Africa cannot progress faster than others 
have done. Not so long ago, Republican and democratic 
France was rubbing shoulders with Franco's Spain and 
Salazar’s Portugal, therefore, Africa should not be asked 
to enter into the democratic process at high speed. There 
are some historical phenomena that take time, and even 
elsewhere this is how thi. 7s are. 


You will also find countries in the world which do not 
have nuclear weapons, where there are no elections, no 
independent labor unions, no political parties, and so on 
and so forth, but which are much more economically 
advanced than African countries. Therefore, Africa's 
shortcomings in democratization should be taken as they 
are. People should avoid having contempt for Africans 
because they have been unable to reach a given stage 
in freely organizing their society. For if we look at 
the world, not so long ago in the past — as I just 
said concerning Europe — or even presently, we see 
developed countries which do not know labor unionism 
or democracy. 


{Kouman]) Nonetheless, Mr. President, do you condemn 
the coups d'etat? 


(Compaore] I believe that coups d'etat are historical 
phenomena which are not dependent on what we 
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desire. Whether it is in Niger or Sierra Leone, there 
is a real feeling that they are the aspirations of the 
people. However, these countries, just like us, have not 
advanced like France, the United States, or everyone 
else. These countries have not advanced in a uniform 
manner to enable them to acquire a politically stable 
environment. 


Therefore, when there is a coup d'etat, I believe our 
first sentiment must be to wish that the rule of law 
is restored. However, | am not in favor of those 
mechanical condemnations which give the impression 
that in this world, you are condemned even more 
strongly if you do not have oil or nuclear weapons. 
This is the reality of the situation. When you have oil 
or nuclear weapons, even if you do not have political 
parties or labor unions...nobody will condemn you, and 
the international community will not have any quarrel 
with that. However, when it comes to poor countries, 
people are ever ready to condemn. I see this sometimes 
as an automatism, and a show of contempt fer Africans 
who cannot progress very fast in the democratization 
process while others still have time. There are still some 
countries with no democratic rights. 


(Kouman) Today, Burundi is on the verge of exploding. 
There are also the conflicts in Liberia, Sudan, Sierra 
Leone, and others, and Rwanda is not through with its 
own yet. What is your reaction to all these civil wars 
and trouble spots? 


(Compaore) It is not necessary to give my reaction. 
There is work to be done to help these countries find 
peace and stability again. This is what we are trying 
to do. We have been making a lot of contacts... In 
Burundi's case, we have had about 30 military officers 
on the ground for more than a year now. We are in 
contact with the authorities and some political leaders. 
It is the same in Rwanda. I think we must help 
these brothers to work toward peace, which is what is 


important. [passage omitted] 


(Kouman] What do you expect from the France-Africa 
summit which will be held in Ouagadougou from 4 to 
6 December? 


(Compaore) During this meeting, we expect France to 
reaffirm to us the measures it has taken to always 
support us; to always be our advocate within the 
internauonal community, especially, among the most 
developed countries; and to be insistent on our behalf, 
as President Jacques Chirac has already been doing. He 
did that recently in Washington during his official visit 
to the United States, and before then, at the 

summit in Cannes, and that of the G-7 in Halifax. We, 
therefore, expect Prance to maintain this commitment 
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to Africans — the political commitment to show how 
humanity must not develop while isolaiing Africa... 


We hope it will provide an opportunity for France 
and Africans to draw conclusions that will benefit 
African countries. Issues to be discussed should relate 
to good governance and development because today 
it is certain that no matter the amount or quality of 
resources we obtain from the outside world, we shall 
get nowhere if there is no good governance. You see, it 
is a responsibility for African states as well as donors 
to institute good governance, and to help Africa to 
enhance its institutional capacities and administrative 
capabilities. 


{Kouman] In 1995, you visited Cote d'Ivoire several 
times. May we know the state of relations between 
Burkina Faso and Cote d'Ivoire? 


{Compaore] It cannot be said that the situation between 
Cote d'Ivoire and Burkina Faso has evolved in one way 
or the other. We had the chance of knowing Presidents 
Houphouet-Boigny and Henri Konan Bedie at the same 
time, and of having ex ‘ellent brotherly relations and 
understanding and cooperation between our two coun- 
tries. Our relations continue in the same manner, within 
the same framework, and the two countries hope to 
make particular efforts toward integration within the 
framework of the West African Economic and Mon- 
etary Union [UEMOA]. 


{[Kouman) Talking about integration, would you say that 
the process is well under way? 


{Compaore] The UEMOA provides an ideal framework. 
We are also working toward a summit that will! probably 
take place by April. The summit will boost the monetary 
union which has already, with its council of ministers, 
commissions... made proposals which will help consol- 
idate what we already have with a common currency. 


{[Kouman] Regional integration is well on track. Would 
you say the same thing about the Entente Council? 


{Compaore] It must be said that the Entente Council is 
more of a fraternal and friendly framework, but if you 
see the haste with which we made contact with Niger, a 
council member, after the coup d'etat, you will realize 
that council members are constantly in touch with one 
another to examine issues arising within that framework. 
I believe that it is one of the rare frameworks of its kind 
in the subregion. Now, beyond that, we have thought of 
doing a number of things. That is what is now under 
way, and we shall take vigorous action concerning rural 


development...so, we are making progress. [passage 
omitted] 
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{[Kouman] Several years ago, you talked of direct and 
participatory democracy. What ts the state of democracy 
in Burkina Faso today”? 


{Compaore} Let us say that we have often spoken of 
consensual democracy or participatory democracy. For 
us, the essential thing is that whatever we do for the 
people must be the product of various levels of consulta- 
tions with the citizens. There is the National Assembly, 
and in December we established « second chamber rep- 
resenting the various social Categories, sometimes called 
the life force, the different socioprofessional categories 
which have a role to play to support and to guide, in 
a way, what we are doing. We believe that all these 
Organizations, bodies, and organs working with the Na- 
tional Assembly will help to enhance democracy 1n our 
country. We have already announced a sort of social 
summit, national consultauions on the country’s social 
issues, which will bring together government members, 
political parties, labor unions... We shall also hold a kind 
of national forum, 2 national conference on democracy 
and development. This means that we are constantly 
holding discussions. [passage omitted] 


Cote d’lvoire 


Cote d’lvoire: Government Mission Visits Tabou 
Following Rebel Incursion 


AB2502160496 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 24 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Early this week, five persons 
were killed in the Tabou region following an incursion 
into Ivorian territory by Libenan rebels. A government 
mission has just been to the spot to familianze itself 
with the situation. Here is Thomas Bahintchi’s report: 


[Begin Bahintchi's recording] [passage omitted] Some- 
thing serious happened at the southwestern border with 
war-torn Liberia, in an encampment of oi] palm farmers 
trained by the Palm Industry Company. Several people 
were injured, but, above all, five persons were killed, 
and they were buried practically by only women be- 
cause the men had escaped from the encampment af- 
ter this murderous incursion of persons supposed to be 
Libenan rebels. 


What happened exactly? What is the workers’ state 
of mind in these plantations? What is the state of 
relations today between the indigenes and the real 
Liberian refugees? What are the economic consequences 
of insecurity and fear in the region? It was to find 
answers to all these questions and to express the 
head of state's support to the people in this part of 
the country that a government mission went to the 
spot. The mission, led by Emile Constant Bombet, 
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minister of interior and national integration, included 
Defense Minister Bandama Ngatta, Ambassador Fanny 
Inza representing the foreign minister, the director of 
public security, representing the minister of security, 
Timite Lansana, chief of staff of the Armed Forces of 
Cote d'Ivoire, and General Tanny Ehueny, chief of the 
Gendarmerie High Command. [passage omitted) (end 
recording) 


Cote d’Ivoire: ULIN'O Chairman Denies 
Involvement in Border I:acidents 


AB2602220696 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 26 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Aiiaji Koromah, the new chair- 
man of the Liberian Council of State was received by 
President Henri Konan Bedie today in Daoukro. The 
Liberian peace process and the reconstruction of the 
country were discussed during the audience. Zoumana 
Nouama has the details: 


(Begin recording) (Nouama)] Indeed, the recent attacks 
by Liberian elements at the Liberian-Ivorian border left 
five people dead, but it should be said that the discus- 
sions between President Bedie and Alhaji Koromah, 
vice chairman of the Liberian Council of State, fo- 
cused on reconstruction of the country. The leader of the 
United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia 
was accompanied in Daoukro by Mr. Varlee Keita, 
Liberian minister of public works, and Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Losenee Kamara. The discussions lasted 
about one hour and enabled the two leaders to tackle is- 
sues on the reconstruction of road, health, and school in- 
frastructures in Liberia. The peace process and repeated 
attacks by uncontrolled elements were also discussed. 


(Koromah in English fading into French translation) It is 
true we had just had some discussions. We took the op- 
portunity to condemn in very strong terms the incidents 
that involved some Liberians along..... (pauses) crossing 
the border and coming to Cote d'Ivoire. We would like 
to assure you that it was not by the order or deliberate 
decision of any of the warring factions in Liberia. Those 
who committed the act are only bandits who were car- 
rying these actions on their own. And I can assure you 
that the Government of Liberia through us .... (pauses) 
(the) warring factions are going to take some very se- 
rious action against this type of activities. Having said 
that, we also briefed the president on the peace process 
and assured him that notwithstanding some of the hic- 
cups and skirmishes, the peace process is on track. We 
have found out that we have the greatest stake in a 
peaceful Liberia rather than in a warring Liberia. And, 
therefore, all of the warring factions, especially those of 
us who are in the collective presidency, have committed 
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ourselves and | think there is a lot of hope in Liberia 
now for peace. 


We also expressed our thanks to President Bedie and 
the Ivorian Government for the very important role it 
played in achieving the abuja Agreement. We have also 
come to go beyond the peace process to ask for fur- 
ther strengthening of bilateral relations in the area of 
commerce, in the area of assistance for development 
projects, etc... We want to commend the Ivorian Gov- 
ernment for hosting the first peace conference on Sierra 
Leone between the government and the RUF [Revolu- 
tionary United Front) group that has been fighting gov- 
ernment forces for the past several years and we think 
that this is highly commendable. 


(Nouama) As for the incursions by armed groups at 
the Ivorian-Liberian border, Mr. Alhaji Koromah said 
that as soon as he returns to Monrovia, he will ask the 
Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group to deploy its troops along the 
Ivorian border in ord« to uncover the authors of the 
incursions. 


(Koromah) First of all, as a government, we are not 
aware of this. We will reinforce patrols at the border 
with armed policemen to put an end to these incursions. 


(Nouama) Liberia is currently governed by a six- 
member Council of State including Mr. Koromah, the 
ULIMO leader. [end recording) 


Liberia 


Liberia: ULIMO Said Attacking Western Villages 
in Search of Food 


AB2802185996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Yet another crack has appeared 
in Liberia's all too delicate peace process. Already 
there have been cease-fire violations in the northwest 
involving Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO-) [United Lib- 
eration Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson] 
and ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) peacekeepers, in 
the southeast where LPC [Liberia Peace Council] fignt- 
ers have been clashing with Charles Taylor's NPFL (Na- 
tional Patriotic Front of Liberia) and, allegedly, with 
local Grebo people. Now there are reports of soldiers 
from Alhaji Koromah's wing of ULIMO on rampages 
in western Liberia. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison 
telexed this report: 


Dozens of people arrived here this afternoon from Cape- 
mount County with deep wounds from rebel attacks. The 
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escapees claimed rebels loyal to Alhaji Koromah’s wing 
of ULIMO have in the past three weeks been attacking 
villages in search of food, and in the process were killing 
people in the lower belt of Capemount County. A five- 
man delegation which came to inform the government 
about the situation said the fighters had stormed the vil- 
lages of Fumba, Omboja, and Tee about one week ago, 
and that they had taken 20 women and set some houses 
abiaze. Clan chief Momoh Seiji, head of the delegation, 
said: The government has to move in before it gets too 
late. Our people are being killed like animals. 


Meanwhile, the United Nations have begun helicopter 
missions today to areas controlled by the Liberia Peace 
Council to prevent the faction’s commandos from bring- 
ing their war to the capital. A spokesman for the 
United Nations Observer Mission, said that the heli- 
copter flights were are going to a number of areas in- 
cluding Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh, and Sinoe County. 


Liber‘a: Journalist Arrested Over Article on 
Chavtes Taylor 


AB2802174196 Paris AFP in French 
1237 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Monrovia, 28 Feb (AFP) — 
A Liberian journalist, Mr. Sandoo Moore, was arrested 
yesterday evening following the publication of an article 
compromising Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia [NPFL]. The disclosure was made today by 


the paper's management. 


Mr. Moore, the publishing manager of the independent 
bi-weekly, THE NATIONAL, was arrested after a brief 
interview with Justice Minister Francis Garlawulo, an 
NPFL member, the paper's editor in chief, Keaba 
Kortu, disclosed. According to her, Sandoo Moore was 
“beaten” and “brutalized” by the police. 


The alleged article titled "Death Squad in Town,” ac- 
cused Liberia's main armed faction, NPFL, of instruct- 
ing killers to assassinate ‘dissidents and opponents of 
Charles Taylor,” including several members of the tran- 
sitional government. 


Justice Minister Francis Garlawulo told the press today 
that Moore “would be brought before court” and that 
he would have to “testify” for his allegations. Mr. 
Garlawulo did not, however, state the charges proferred 
against the journalist. 


Since the signing of the Liberian peace agreement in 
August 1995, Charlies Taylor has been a member of 
the Council of State, the collective presidency charged 
with governing the country until general elections are 
organized. 
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Niger 
Niger: CSN Chairman Discusses ‘Council of 
Wisemen’ Role 


AB2702195496 Niamey Voix du Sahei Network 
in French 1200 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The Council of Wisemen 
and the Coordinating Committee for the National Fo- 
rum for Democratic Renewal in Niger were officially 
inaugurated at the Palais des Congres, in Niamey, this 
morning. National Salvation Council [CSN] Chairman 
Ibrahim Barre Mainassara chaired the ceremony, which 
was also attended by the prime minister, members of the 
CSN and government, representatives of the diplomatic 
corps accredited to our country, and representatives of 
a cross-section of the society. 


In an address, Colonel Mainassara defined the status, 
role, and responsibilities of these institutions, which 
have been set up in keeping with the CSN’s program 
for the restoration of constitutional life in our country. 
It will be recalled that at his very first meeting with var- 
ious professional groups, the CSN chairman mentioned 
the establishment of these two organs — which will 
respectively play a consultative and technical role. In 
short, what does this mean? First, what is the Council 
of Wisemen? 


[Begin Mainassar.. recording} Of course, in its present 
form, the Council of Wisemen is the first of its kind 
in the history of our young nation. However, we must 
agree that consulting wisemen has always been common 
practice in our society and contributions from them have 
been indispensable in resolving the various crises Niger 
has experienced. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the Council of Wisemen, the 
main concern of the CSN in setting up the council 
of which you are members is to fill a legal void by 
appropriately codifying a typical local custom. On this 
solemn occasion, it is my pleasure to remind you of the 
vital role you will have to play in the nation’s life in 
this transition period of return to democracy. 


The Council of Wisemen is required to serve as an es- 
sential consultative organ on political, economic, social, 
and cultural matters. It is, in fact, a regulating organ 
of national life since it is composed of people selected 
solely on the basis of their age, experience, knowledge 
of national realities, and patriotism. As you must have 
realized yourselves, you are the representatives of our 
country’s wisdom. [passage omitted] You have a tough 
task, because as from now on you cafry on your shoul- 
ders the heavy responsibility of making to the CNS the 
appropriate recommendations for putting Niger defini- 
tively back on the path of a radiant, confident, and stable 
future. [passage omitted] 
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The Council of Wisemen is not a legislative assembly, 
but I assure you that its opinions will be taken into 
consideration by the CNS and the government in every 
acuon they undertake pending the installation of the 
constitutional institutions that will emerge from the 
elections ending the transitional period. [end recording] 


The Coordinating Committee, on its part, is required 
to technically papers the forum, and its task will be 
to revise the basic laws governing national political 
life with a view to adapting them to the realities of 
our country. This means that its role is also vital, Col. 
Mainassara tol< its members. 


{Begin Mainassara recording] As for you ladies and 
gentlemen of the Coordinating Committee, you have 
the big responsibility of preparing the National Forum 
for Democratic Renewal. Selected on the basis of your 
proven competence and knowledge in consttutional law 
and jurisprudence, | know that I can count on your 
sense of duty to provide the forum with the most 
oe laws that will ensure the smooth running 
of public affairs. You will not — and I wish to state 
this solemnly — receive any directives from us since 
as well-informed and experienced experts, I am certain 
that you will propose to the forum the best options for 
revising the constitution, the electoral code, and the 
political parties charter, as well as for depoliticizing 
government services, promoung women's development, 
decentralization, defining the opposition’s status, as well 
as any other issue whose resolution will contribute to 
a more sound and harmonious management of public 
institutions. 

The 26 December 1992 Constitution, I should point out, 
esiablished a system of separation of powers between 
the executive, the legislature, and the judiciary with 
checks and balances between the executive and the 
legislature, and also asserted the independence of the 
judiciary. As for the electoral code, it established a 
proportional representation system which enabled all 
the political parties to participate in the parliamentary 
debate at the National Assembly. Last, the political 
parties charter was supposed to enable the parties to 
contribute : : the electoral process. 


These laws, which contained very democratic provisions 
since they reflected latest developments in universal 
socio-political systems, did not enable the emergence of 
a viable democratic system in our country. Yet it was 
thought that they constituted the panacea for the ills 
afflicting independent Niger since their attractive and 
generous provisions contained a whole range of clauses 
on human rights, individual and collective rights, as well 
as a whole lot of others which were liable to guarantee 
the smooth functioning of government. Unfortunately, 
these laws quickly showed their limitations when they 
were put to the test. In fact, the National Assembly was 
dissolved on 17 October 1994 leading to ruinous and 
costly elections for the country; successive changing 
of governments that resulted in constant instability; 
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recurrent political crises within the executive, on one 
hand, and between the executive and the legislature, 
on the other; and unnecessary recourse to the Supreme 
Court whose decisions were always challenged. While 
the political establishment was having a tremendous 
lime indulging itself in futile political quarrels that led 
to the total paralysis of the insututions, the people 
could only look on helplessly as their living conditions 
gradually deteriorated. [passage omitted) 


Ladies and gentlemen of the Council of Wisemen and 
the Coordinaung Committee, it is now your duty to 
learn lessons from this recent past and to recommend 
new foundations that will guarantee the stability of our 
instituuons and viability of a true democracy that re- 
spects our values, traditions, and realities. You under- 
stand, therefore, all the nobility and greatness wu: the his- 
torical mission entrusted to you 'oday. For at the dawn 
of the third millennium, it 's about time our country got 
back to salutary work for its construcuon and defini- 
tively broke away from the demons of division, which 
are only aimed at satisfying selfish interests to the detri- 
ment of national unity and public interest. [end record- 
ing] [passage omitted] 


Niger: Government Reduces CSN, Prime Minister’s 
Funding by 50% 

AB2702212596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1900 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(Communique issued by the general secretariat of the 
National Salvation Council in Niamey on 27 February] 


(FBIS Translated Text) As part of inititives aimed at 
supoorting the national redress efforts, the National Sal- 
vation Council [CSN] and the government, in addition to 
the individual and collecuve measures already adopted, 
have decided the following: 50 percent reduction on the 
political funds allocated to the CSN presidency, and 50 
percent reduction on the special funds allocated to the 
prime ministey's office. These measures, which take ef- 
fect from today, will remain in force till the end of the 
transition period. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Three ‘Epidemics’ Break Out in North; 
High Death Toll 


AB2802173496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505S GMT 28 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The health authorities in north- 
ern Nigeria seem at the moment to be fighting a losing 
battle against three epidemics at once — meningitis, 
measles, and cholera. Particularly hard hit is Kano State. 
The health misister was there yesterday and a big vac- 
Cination campaign has been mounted for the death toll 
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is high. On the line to Kano, William Morris asked our 
correspondent, Ibrahim Balley, how many deaths there 
were. 


(Begin recording) (Balley) According to reports and 
actually what the minister told the press yesterday is 
that about 50 people are dying per hour in Kano State. 
But on arrival here they found that the figure is much 
higher than what they were told. So people are now 
taken in the range of 75 to 100 people dying per hour. 


{Morris} And how long has the epidemic been going on 
for now? 


(Balley) It has been going on for about seven days. And 
this is an outbreak of three main diseases — measles, 
cerebrospinal meningitis, CSM, and cholera. 


{Morris} Have you been to the hospitals to see what 
they look like now? 


[Balley} Yeah, I have been to the infectious disease 
hospital here in Kano, and honestly, William, the 
situation is pathetic. People are dying by the hour. 
People are being brought in every hour and reports 
reaching me say on the average they admitted 25 to 30 
people every day. And out of this, about three to four die 
almost every five hours. So the (7hospital) has erected 
a temporary tent and the wards are congested. Nothing 
{words indistinct] there are only two taps functioning. 
There is no [word indistinct] in any of the wards and 
there are corpses all over the places. 


{Morris} So there are not enough beds for the number 
of patients coming in now? 


([Balley) No one is talking about beds, no one is even 
talking about mattresses. People are talking about mats 
and wherever you could find a place to squat and wait 
for when the death is going to knock on your head. 


{Morris} And roughly how many doctors are there to 
treat patients in Kano? 


[Balley) Like you know, they are not sufficient doctors 
although the minister said they are expecting aid from 
the outside, probably from World Health Organization 
and the UNICEF. In the hospital where I have been to 
the nurses are mostly in charge because there are not 
enough doctors to go round. 


{Morris} Is this something that is having a wider impact 
outside Kano State? 


(Baliey} Yes, it is. I think the whole of the northern 
siates are affected. The minister was speaking about all 
the neighboring states around Kano that is Yobe, Borno, 
Kaduna. Bauchi, and it extends even to some parts of the 
southern states. He is talking about five million doses 
of vaccines have been distributed around the north and 
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seven million will be distributed in the south. So you 
Can see that it is nauionwide. 


(Morris} What is the atmosphere like in Kano now? 
People must be very panicked” 


[Balley) People are really living in a panic situauon, As 
a matter of fact, last night | went to see my doctor to 
complain to him about cough. | told him I don’t want to 
die. He said: Well, you should have no cause to worry, 
but really doctors are worried about the situation. 


{Morris} And what is the mood like among people on 
the streets? 


[Balley) People are worried, especially if you happen to 
live in an area that is congested, poorly ventilated. A lot 
of people are now working toward increasing the level 
of ventilation around their houses and making sure they 
rush to the hospital if there is any sign of discomfort. 
{end recording) 


Nigeria: Agreement on Money Laundering Control 
Signed With Britain 


AB2902100596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria and Britain have 
concluded an agreement on the control of money 
laundering. The acting director of the United Nations 
Drug Control Program, Mr. (Antonio Mazotelli), gave 
the information in an interview in Lagos. He said the 
agreement stipulated the seizure of assets of convicted 
drug traffickers. Mr. (Mazotelli) commended the Federal 
Government's efforts in combating drug trafficking and 
(the) establishment of separate drug units in hospitals. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Electoral Commission Chairman 
Denies Fraud Allegations 


AB2802164296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Nobody could say that it was 
a smooth and seamless operation, but Sierra Leone's 
crack at multiparty elections is over. It took two days 
rather than one. There was considerable insecurity 
with gunfire and mortar attacks in the main cities — 
Freetown and Bo — and pockets where voting couldn't 
take place at all because of rebel activity, but voters 
went to great lengths and ignored dangers to cast their 
ballots. The votes are now being counted though results 
are not expected today, and the head of the electoral 
commission, James Jonah, will hear no complaints until 
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it is done, as Victor Sylver reports in this telex from 
Freetown, 


Against the background of excited voices still engaged 
in counting the ballots papers, Dr. James Jonah said 
that the high election turnout was an indication of 
the determination of Sierra Leoneans to exercise their 
voting rights even under difficult conditions. He also 
praised efforts made by the Maada Bio government to 
address certain problems that could have disrupted the 
entire process. 


However, Dr. Jonah was not pleased with allegations 
made this morning by Dr. Abass Bundu, leader of the 
PPP (People’s Progressive Party) during an interview on 
the BBC's Network Africa program in which he claimed 
that indelible ink from India was available in Freetown, 
but it had not been used by INEC [Interim National 
Electoral Commission). Dr. Jonah could not understand 
how a man who wants to lead Sierra Leone could make 
what he called, such an unfortunate statement based 
on misinformation, adding that the Indian Government 
had delayed providing the ink. Dr. Jonah also took 
umbrage at the PPP leader's allegations concerning 
multiple voting since the ballots were still examined and 
counted. He did say though that INEC would investigate 
all such complaints. 


Dr. Jonah did not pretend that it had all gone smoothly 
pointing out that there had been legal, intergovernmen- 
tal, and funding problems. He added that problems of 
the helicopter company, Sores, had prevented Sierra 
Leone refugees in Liberia and Guinea from voting. Even 
so, Dr. Jonah expressed the hope that doubters would 
now join in the effort to raise Sierra Leone from the 
ashes of despair and deprivation. 


Sierra Leone: Electoral Commission Chair Gives 
Post-Election Assessment 


AB2802192096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 28 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nobody could say that 
it was a smooth and seamless operation, but Sierra 
Leone's crack at multiparty elections is over, and it took 
two days rather than one. [passage omitted] The votes 
are now being counted. On the line to Freetown, Robin 
White asked the electoral commissioner, James Jonah, 
when he thought the results would be out. 


{Begin recording} [Jonah] All morning they have been 
really trying their best, and | believe, perhaps, tonight 
of tomorrow they may be able to finish, but this will be 
only for the western area. In Freetown and its environs, 
we still have not heard from the provinces — that 1s, 
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from the eastern province, or the southern province, or 
the northern province, So, if | can guess, | think it should 
be ready by tomorrow afternoon. 


[White] Now, what things have gone wrong? Have 
things gone wrong in places? 


{Jonah} | think if you want to look at one major 
difficulty, I would say it is the security problem. It 
has been overwhelming in many areas. For example, 
in the east, problem; in the southern region — in 
Bo — problem; in the north — in Maboka, Bombali, 
(Tankolili) — all security problems. So, in a way, it is 
amazing, in fact, it is a miracle that we have been able 
to have such a successful election. 


[White] Do you think the result will reflect the will of 
the people? 


(Jonah} Well, no doubt, no doubt. | mean, the massive 
turnout which could be witnessed by anyone around 
Sierra Leone is a testimony to the commitment of the 
people to democracy. So, there is no question about that. 
And, it would have been better, in my judgment, if there 
was no security problem and the RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front} determination to disrupt the elections. 


[White] It seems as if the RUF haven't done anything, 
is that because they haven't been able to, or because 
you think they decided that it would be a good idea not 
to? 


[Jonah] No, I have always said, if you had followed 
what I was saying for many months, that wherever you 
have had this kind threat — as from the RUF — say, 
for example, in Cambodia with the Khmer Rouge; or 1n 
South Africa with the right wing; or even in Nigeria, 
in the end, the people will determine it. And, often, the 
people show their determination that they are not afraid 
of this threat, and it happened in Sierra Leone. In fact, 
when on Monday [26 February] they did extend it from 
6 to 8 o'clock, and then we had all this shooting, people 
stayed on line to vote. They just refused to be terrified. 
And, the following day again large crowds came out. 
It was told in Kenema — something that happened — 
there was an attack by the RUF, and the people chased 
them out of town. So, I think one should not overrate 
groups like the RUF. They can kill, they can murder, 
they can assassinate — they (are those things that) are 
not difficult to do, but they are not constructive, and 
people know that. 


[White] Now, the biggest trouble, as you said, was on 
Monday when there were these shooting incidents in 
Freetown, apparently, from the Army trying to disrupt 
things. Have you had any explanation at all from the 
Army for this shooting on Monday? 
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But, frankly speaking, others really don't believe it, and 
that is one of the problems we have now in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, that there is this credibility gap. And, 
is just prudent that one should be careful when you 
have such credibility gap, people just don’: believe what 
they hear or what people say to them. 


(White) So, would you assume that there are people 
within the Army who are trying to either stop the 
election taking place or are going to stop the results 
coming out? 


(Jonah) Well, you know, I have already taken the view 
that if the head of state and chairman of the NPRC 
(National Provisional Ruling Council] says to me that 
he will do he can to ensure security, I should 
believe it. | am not being naive, but at least I want to 
respect his views. But, definitely, there are people in the 
government who really don't support the idea of election 
and, perhaps, they may not want to accept the results. 
But, I really cannot on those, I have to rely on what the 
head of state tells me, and he says he is committed to 
the elections and will accept the results. 


(White) Did you know who the ones are in the govern- 
ment who don't want the elections? 


(Jonah) If I do know who they are, really, I think I may 
be paid a million dollars. (chuckles) 


(White) But, are they powerful enough to stop the results 
of this election standing? 


(Jonah) I really cannot say, I really cannot say, because, 
you know, when you have desperate people — I once 
coined a phrase, willful and desperate men — when you 
have such people around they can do any silly thing. 
(White) So, do you really believe that a civilian presi- 
dent is going to take over power in Sierra Leone? 


(Jonah) Well, I believe so. I don't feel anyone can doubt 


in English 1705 GMT 28 Feb 96 
(From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Well, one region in Sierra 
Leone that the elections were disrupted by insecurity 
was the Makeni district, in the north of the country. On 
the line to Makeni, Elizabeth Ohene asked Sylvester 
Rogers of the VISION newspeper how things were 
turning out. 


(Begin recording) (Rogers) Well, counting is going on 
at the moment, but in some of the areas like... [pauses] 
a whole district was locked out, that is, the (Tankolili) 
District, where voting never took off. And, the people 
came here to the electoral commissioner yesterday to 
explain to him that they wanted to vote, that they had 
been disenfranchised as a result of a rebel attack on the 
district headquarters town. 


[Ohene] When did this attack take place? 


(Rogers) On the eve of the election wherein people 

to be rebels killed some soldiers and one 
Civilian, and they chopped [off] the hand of one of the 
Civilians by the name of Alfa Kanu. 


{Ohene) So, in this district, no voting took place at all? 


(Rogers) No, no voting took place at all in the whole of 
the (Tankolili) District and part of the Bombali District. 
In part of the Bombali District, about three chiefdoms 
were left out, that is, (Tambaka), (Bungikamayanka), 
and (Seralema) Chiefdoms. 


{[Ohene) Now, in the areas where voting did take place, 
how did it go? 


(Rogers) Well, like in Makeni, the voting... [pauses] 
people turned out in their thousands to vote. [It was] 
only in the evening when the influx of people from 
Magbokai created some panic, and we found out that in 
the evening a good number of them were running helter 
skelter. But, that didn't stop the voting at all in Makeni. 


{[Ohene) And, what is the mood like in Makeni” 


(Rogers) Well, in Makeni, the atmosphere is calm, the 
people are happy, they are going about their business, 
and a good number of them are at the pastora: center 
waiting to hear the results. [end recording] 
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Sierra Leone: NUP Candidate Complains About 
Election ‘Irregularities’ 

AB2802222996 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 gmt 28 fEB 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Well, it might be a sign of their 
success but already some politicians are complaining 
about the irregularities at the elections. Dr. Abass 
Bundu angered James Jonah with the complaint about 
the ink not being indelible. Now, Dr. John Karimu, 
finance minister in Captain Strasser’s military regime 
and candidate for the National Unity Party [NUP], has 
called us up to complain about the ink, about identity 
slips allegedly for sale, and confusion about voting 
areas. Josephine Hazely asked him whether ..c wasn't 
just neat-picking because he felt he was losing? 


[Begin recording] (Karimu] No, | mean, look, I mean, 
what we are asking for is maintaining principles and 
decency in politics. | don’t know what the results will 
turn out tc be, 1 mean, what I am saying here is that 
even if it turns out that the NUP is the winner, or 
indeed, I am as presidential candidate, the winner, | 
will still raise these objections and I think, I mean, they 
should be looked into because we are seeking here is 
the establishment of proper and sustainable democracy 
and not just election for the sake of elections. 


{Hazely] Are you also not feeling rather let down by the 
Army because, you know, people always thought that 
you are the friends of the Army and they will look after 
you? 


(Karimu} Well, we have always made it clear that we 
are a civilian political party and | believe, I mean, 
we've....[pauses}] done, I mean, several times to clearly 
demonstrate to people that, | mean, we don't have 
anything in particular to do with the Army as such, 
I mean, there is no formal relationship. So, I was not 
expecting any special ways in which the Army could 
take care of us. 


{Hazely}] Oh, Dr. Karimu, you have made all those 
allegations of malpractices during ihe elections and, of 
course, we've got all these reports of thousands of Sierra 
Leoneans going out to vote. Do you really believe that 
this election should be called off? 


{Karimu] Well, I think, I mean, the government should 
pay serious attention to the allegations being made not 
only by the NUP. I'm sure you heard also the same kinds 
of complaints from other political parties. Defin:tely, my 
colleague, Dr. Abass Bundu, I mean, I understand spoke 
to BBC this morning and | know other political parties, 
I mean, have also presented their positions in writing 
to government. So, it should be looked into, I mean, 
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there should be some government intervention, but, | 
mean, we are saying everything is not fine. In fact, the 
latest information I have got from Bo is that 10 ballot 
boxes have disappeared, | mean, they haven't been able 
to trace them since yesterday up to now. So, how can 
you, under those circumstances, say everything is fine? 


(Hazely) Well, suppose that nobody listens to your 
complaint, what will you do? 


{Karimu) Well, we hope somebody will listen to our 
complaints because, I mean.... 


(Hazely, interrupting) Otherwise? 


(Karimu) We are all seeking, I mean, the same objective 
of establishing a genuine democracy. 


(Hazely) Otherwise, if they don’t, it’s probably likely 
they might say: look, I mean, everything was fine and 
Karimu could take it or leave it. What would you say 
or do? 


(Karimu] We will still register our protest. [end record- 
ing] 


Sierra Leone: Correspondent Recounts Unidentified 
Troops’ Attack on Bo 


AB2802193896 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Bo District in the south 
of Sierra Leone has been in the thick of the civil war 
and badly affected by the recent insecurity. Now there 
are reports of attacks on outlining villages last night and 
victims being brought in the hospital in Bo this morning. 
Our correspondent Alhassan Sillah has been down to the 
hospital, Alice Martin asked him what he had found. 


[Begin recording) (Sillah] I found about 17 people being 
brought in from several villages between four and seven 
miles from Bo. They were, some victims who were able 
to speak to me, did tell me that between midnight and 
0300 AM today people in military combat fatigues did 
raid their villages and they macheted and bayonetted a 
lot of people. Some had their limbs cut off, some had 
their noses cut out, and some had their ears cut out. 
I mean, it was a pretty grim situation out there at the 
hospital. 

{Martin} When you talked to the people in the hospital 
about the attackers, did they have any idea who they 
were” 


[Sillah} Well, they basically would tell you these 
are men in military uniform and it has become the 
pattern here where it is extremely difficult to distinguish 
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between the rebels or the soldiers, because both units use 
the same military combat fatigues, they carry similar 
weapons. 


(Martin} You said there were a number of villages that 
were attacked. Do they just come rushing in without 
saying anything? How was it done? 


{Sillah] Well, | gather that they came knocking on 
people's doors and when people refused to open their 
doors, they would shoot into the air and then threaten 
them to say: If you don’t open this door, you are going 
to be killed. And this is how a lot of villagers I spoke to 
say they came to open their doors. Their assailants never 
said much with them but it would not be out of place 
to associate these deeds with opposition to the ongoing 
election by those who do not want it to happen at all. | 
mean, they take it to be either rebels or some elements 
within the military who do not want to see this election 
through. (end recording) 


Sierra Leone: Rebels Reportedly Attack Bo, Kill 2, 
Wound 50 


AB2902093796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front} rebels at 1 o'clock yesterday launched attacks on 
seven villages within three and nine miles in the (Kakua) 
chiefdom, Bo District, killing, at least, two civilians 
and wounding over 50 others. A GIS (Government 
Information Service] correspondent in the area said 20 
civilians, including six children and nine women are 
now admitted in critical conditions at the emergency and 
SS [expansion unknown] Ward in the Bo Government 
Hospital. The wounded were brought to Bo by personnel 
of the Bo branch of the Sierra Leone Red Cross who 
told the GIS that several wounded civilians are stranded 
in the villages [words indistinct). 


Three villagers said the rebels, in large numbers, car- 
ried [words indistinct]. The villages include Gambia, 
Tokpombu, (Loborger), Panguma, and Naiaguehun. 
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Sierra Leone: Peace Talks Resume Between 
Government, RUF in Cote d’lvoire 


AB2902101796 Paris AFP in English 
0953 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Feb 29 (AFP) — The 
Sierra Leonean military junta and rebels of the Revolu- 
tionary United Front (RUF) resumed negotiations here 
Thursday (29 February) to end the civil war that has 
devastated their impoverished west African country. 


An AFP journalist said delegations from the two sides 
met at 9:30 a.m. (0930 GMT) for talks behind closed 
doors at the Foreign Ministry of Ivory Coast, which is 
acting as mediator. 


The talks began on Sunday but were suspended after 
some seven hours to allow the government team to 
return to Freetown to vote in presidential and general 
elections held Monday and Tuesday in spite of the 
conflict. 


The delegation returned here Wednesday, according to 
the foreign ministry. It said the RUF delegation was 
already in Abidjan. 


The talks are aimed at ending almost five years of civil 
war that have claimed more than 10,000 lives and forced 
almost half of Sierra Leone's 4.5 million inhabitants to 
flee their homes. 


The general elections, the first held under a multiparty 
system in Sierra Leone since 1967, were marred by the 
deaths of some 30 people in violence largely blamed on 
the army. 


The presidential poll is expected to run to a second 
round unless one of the 13 candidates wins more than 
55 percent of the votes. 
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